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We are persuaded, that we shall at once please and instruct every class of 
our readers, by occupying our Biographical Dep: tment for the present 
month, with the following extracts from “ The Christian’s Magazine,” a 
work published once in three months, in the city of New York, by Rev. 
Dr. Mason. The “Remarks on the accounts of the death of David 
Hume, and Dr Finley,” are from the pen of this able editor, 

Our object in introducing these extracts into our magazine is two-fold ; 
first, to benefit our readers; secondly, to make them acquainted with a 
periodical work, ecited with peculiar ability, and which does honor to our 
country, and to recommend it to their attention and patronage. £ditors. 


A CONTRAST BETWEEN THE DEATH OF A DEIST AND THE DEATH OF 
A CHRISTIAN =: BEING A SUCCINCT ACCOUNT OF THAT CELE-~ 
BRATED INFIDEL, DAVID HUME, ESQ.; AND OF THAT EXCELLENT 
MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL, SAMUEL FINLEY, D.D. IN THEIR LAST 


MOMENTS. 


Letter from Adam Smith, t. 1. pv. to William Strahan, Esy. giving 
some account of Mr. Hume during his last sickness. 


Kirkaldy, Fife-Shire, Nov. 9, 1776. 
BEAR SIR, 

Ir is with a real, though a 
very melancholy pleasure that I 
sit down to give you some ac. 
count of the behavior of our 
late excellent friend, Mr. Hume, 
during his last illness. Though, 
in his own judgment, his disease 
was mortal and incurable, yet he 
allowed himself to be prevailed 
upon, by the intreaty of his 
friends, to try what might be the 
effects of a long journey. A few 
days before he set out, he wrote 
that account ,of his own life, 
which, together with his other 
papers, he left to your care, My 
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account, therefore, shall begin 
where his ends. 

He set out for London towards 
the end of April, and at Morpeth 
met with Mr. John Home and 
myself, who had both come down 
from London on purpose to see 
him, expecting to have found him 
at Edinburgh. Mr. Home re. 
turned with him, and attended 
him during the whole of his stay 
in England, with that care and 
attention which might beexpect- 
ed from a temper so perfectly 
friendly and affectionate. As I 
had written to my mother that 
she might expect me in Scotland, 
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continuing my journey. His 
disease seemed to yield to exer- 
cise and change of air; and when 
he arrived in London, he was 
apparently in much better health 
than when he left Edinburgh. 
He was advised to go to Bath to 
drink the waters, which appear- 
ed for some time to have so good 
an effect upon him, that even he 
himself began to entertain, what 
he was not apt to do, a better 
opinion of his own health. — His 
symptoms, however, soon re- 
turned with their usual violence ; 
and from that moment he gave 
up all thoughts of recovery, but 
submitted with the utmost cheer. 
fulness, and the most perfect 
complacency and resignation. 
Upon his return to Edinburgh, 
though he found himself much 
weaker, yet his cheerfulness nev. 
er abated, and he continued to 
divert himself, as usual, with cor- 
recting his own works for a new 
edition, with reading books of 
amusement, with the conversa. 
tion of his friends; and, some- 
times in the evening, with a par- 
ty at his favorite game of whist. 
His cheerfulness was so great, 
and his conversation and amuse- 
ments run so much in their usual 
strain, that, notwithstanding all 
bad symptoms, many _ people 
could not believe he was dying. 
“¢] shall tell your friend, colo- 
nel Kdmonstone,’’ said Doctor 
Dundas to him one day, ‘‘ that I 
left you much better, and in a 
fair way of recovery.”? ‘* Doc. 
tor,’’ said he, ‘* as I believe you 
would not choose to tell any 
thing but the truth, you had 
better tell him, that I am dying 
~as fast as my enemies, if I have 
any, could wish, and as easily 
and cheerfully as my best friends 
could desire.”’ 


Death of David Hume, Esq. 


[ Now. 


Colonel Edmonstone soon af. 
ter came to see him, and take 
leave of him; and on his way 
home, he could not forbear writ. 
ing him a letter, bidding him 
once more an eternal adieu, and 
applying to him, as to a dying 
man, the beautiful French verses, 
in which the abbé Chaulieu, in 
expectation of his own death, la. 
ments his approaching separation 
from his friend, the marquis de 
la Fare. 

Mr. Hume’s magnanimity and 
firmness were such, that his most 
ailectionate friends knew, that 
they hazarded nothing in talking 
or writing to him as toa dying 
man, and that so far from being 
hurt by this frankness, he was 
rather pleased and flattered by 
it. IL happened to come into his 
room while he was reading this 
letter, which he had just receiv. 
ed, and which he immediately 
showed me. I told” him, that 
though I was sensible how very 
much he was weakened, and that 
appearances were in many re. 
spects very bad, yet his cheer- 
fulness was still so great, the 
spirit of life seemed to be still so 
very strong in him, that I could 
not help entertaining some faint 
hopes. He answered, ‘** Your 
hopes are groundless. An hab- 
itual diarrhoea of more than a 
year’s standing, would bea very 
bad disease at any age: at my 
age it is a mortal one. When I 
lie down in the evening, I feel 
myself weaker than when I rose 
in the morning ; and when I rise 
in the morning, I feel myself 
weaker than when I lay down !n 
the evening. I am sensible, be- 
sides, that some of my vital parts 
are affected, so that I must soon 
die.” ** Well,”? said I, ‘if it 
must be so, you have at least the 
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satisfaction of leaving all your 
friends, your brother’s family i in 

articular, in great prosperity. od 
He said that he felt that satisfac. 
tion so sensibly, that when he 
was reading a few days before, 
Lucian’s Dialogues of the Dead, 
among all the excuses which are 
alleged to Charon for not enter- 
ing readily into his boat, he 
could not find one that fitied 
him; he had no house to finish, 
he had no daughter to provide 
for, he had no enemies upon 
whom he wished to revenge him. 
self. ‘**f cotid not well imag- 
ine,’’? said he, ‘* what excuse I 
could make to Charon in order 
to obtain a little delay. I have 
done every thing of consequence 
which I ever meant to do; and 
1 could at no time expect to 
Jeave my relations and friends in 
a better situation than that in 
which I am now likely to leave 
them: I, therefore, have all rea- 
son to die contented.”? He then 
diverted himself with inventing 
several jocular excuses which he 
supposed he might make to Cha- 
rou, and with imagining the very 
surly answers which it might suit 
the character of Charon to re- 
turn to them. ‘* Upon farther 
consideration,’ said he, ‘* I 
thought I might say to him, 
Good Charon, I have been cer- 
recting my works for a new edi- 
tion. Allow me a little time 
that I may see how the public 
receives the alterations.”? But 
Charon would answer, ** When 
you have seen the effect of these, 
you will be for making other al- 
terations ; there will be no end 
of such excuses; so, honest 
friend, please step into the boat.”? 
But I ‘tight still urge, ** Havea 
little patience, good Charon; I 
have been endeavoring to open 


Death of David Hume, Esq. 





DAS 


the eyes of the public. If I live 
a few years longer, | may have 
the satisfaction of seeing the 
downfal of some of the prevailing 
systems of superstition.”? But 
Charon would then lose all tem-~ 
per and decency. ‘* You loiter. 
ing rogue, that will not. happen 
these many hundred years; do 
you fancy I will gramt you a lease 
for so Jong aterm? Get into the 
boat this instant, you lazy, loi- 
tering rogue.’ 

But, though Mr. Hume al- 
ways talked of his approaching 
dissolution with great cheerful- 
ness, he never affected to make 
any ‘parade of his magnanimity. 
ile never mentioned the subject 
but when the conversation na. 
turally led to it, and dwelt no 
longer upon it than the conver- 
sation happened to require: it 
was a subject, indeed, which oc- 
curred pretty frequently, in con- 
sequence of the inquiries which 
his friends, who came to see him, 
naturally made concerning the 
state of his health, The con- 
versation which I mentioned a- 
bove, and which passed on'Thurs- 
day, the 8th of August, was the 
last, except one, that [ ever had 
with him. He had now become 
so very weak, that the company 
of his most intimate friends fa- 
tigued him ; for his cheerfulness 
was still so great, his complai- 
sance and social disposition were 
still so entire, that when any 
friend was with him, he could 
not help talking more, and with 
greater exertion, than suited the 
weakness of his. body. At his 
own desire, therefore, I agreed 
to leave Edinburgh, where I was 
staying partly upon his oo. 
and returned to my mother’ 
house here, at Kirkaldy, en 
condition that he would send for 
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me whenever he wished so see 
me; the physician who saw him 
most frequently, Dr. Black, un. 
dertaking in the mean time, to 
write me occasionally an account 
of the state of his health. On 
the 22d of August, the doctor 
wrote me the following letter : 

‘*Since my last, Mr. Hume 
has passed hig time pretty easily, 
but is much weaker. He sits 
up, goes down stairs once a day, 
and amuses himself with reading, 
but seldom sees any body. He 
finds that even the conversation 
of his most intimate friends fa. 
tigues and oppresses him; and 
it is happy that he does not need 
it, for he is quite free from anx. 
jety, impatience, or low spirits ; 
avd passes his time very well 
with the assistance of amusing 
books.”’ 

1 received the day after, a let- 
ter from Mr. Hume, myself, of 
which the following is an ex- 
tract : 

© Edinburgh, 23d August, 1776. 
MY DEAREST FRIEND, 

‘* | am obliged to make use of 
my nephew’s hand in writing to 
you, as | do not rise to-day - - 


ce 


{1 go very fast to decline, ar! 
last night had a small fever, 
which I hoped might put a 
quicker period to this tedious 
illness, but unluckily it has, in 
a great measure gone off. J can. 
not submit to your coming over 
here on my account, as it is pos- 
sible for me to see you so small 
a part of the day ; but Dr. Black 
can better inform you concern. 
ing the degree of strength which 
may from time to time remain 
with me. Adieu, &c.”’ 


Three days after 1 received the 
following letter from Dr. Black ; 
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“© Edinburgh, Monday, Aug. 26, 1776, 
** DEAR SIR, 

** Yesterday, about four o’. 
clock, afternoon, Mr. Hume ex. 
pired. The near approach of 
his death became evident in the 
night between Thursday and Fri. 
day, when his disease became ex. 
cessive, and soon weakened him 
so much, that he could no longer 
rise out of his bed. He coutin. 
ued to the last perfectly sensible, 
and free from much pain or feel. 
ings of distress. He never drop. 
ped the smallest expression of 
impatience ; but when he had 
occasion to speak to the people 
about him, always did it with af- 
fection and tenderness, [ thought 
it improper to write to bring 
you over, especially as I heard 
that he dictated a letter to you, 
desiring you not tocome. When 
he became very weak it cost him 
an effort to speak, and he died in 
sucha happy composure of mind, 
that nothing could exceed it.’’ 

Thus died our most excellent, 
and never to be forgotten friend ; 
concerning whose philosophical 
opinions men will, no doubt, 
judge variously, every one ap. 
proving or condemning them, 
according as they happen to co. 
incide or disagree with his own; 
but concerning whose character 
and conduct there can scarce be 
a diiference of opinion. His 
temper, indeed, seemed to be 
more happily balanced, if I may 
be allowed such an expression, 
than that perhaps of any other 
man I have ever known. Even 
in the lowest state of his fortune, 
his great and necessary frugality 
never hindered him from exercis- 
ing, upon proper occasions, acts 
both of charity and generosity. 
Tt was a frugality founded, not 
upon avarice, but upon thelove of 








1808. | 


independency. The extreme gen- 
tleness of his nature never weak. 
ened either the firmness of his 
mind, or the steadiness of his res- 
olutions. His constant pleasant- 
ry was the genuine effusion of 
good nature and good humor, 
tempered with delicacy and mod. 
esty, and without even the slight. 
lest tincture of malignity, so fre. 
quently the disagreeable source 
of what is called wit in other 
men, It never was the meaning 
of his raillery to mortify ; and 
therefore, far from offending, it 
seldom failed to please and de. 
light, even those who were the 
objects of it. To his friends, 
who were frequently the objects 
of it, there was not perhaps any 
) one of all his great and amiable 
qualities, whichcoutributed more 
to endear his conversation. And 
that gaiety of temper, so agree- 
able in society, but which is of- 
ten accompanied with frivolous 
and superficial qualities, was, in 
him, certainly attended with the 
most severe application, the most 
extensive learning, the greatest 
depth of thought, and a capacity 
in every respect the most com- 
prehensive. Upon the whole, I 
have always considered him, both 
in his lifetime and since his death, 
as approaching as nearly to the 
idea of a perfectly wise and vir- 
tuous man, as perhaps the nature 
of human frailty will permit. 

I ever am, dear Sir, most af- 
fectionately yours, 

ADAM SMITH. 
a 

Some of the last choice words of 

Dr. Samver Finvey, Presi- 

dent of the College of New- 

Jersey.* 

Frinay, July 11, 1766, the 

* These last words of Dr. Finley 
Were published in connexion with 


Death of Samuel Finley, D. D. 245 


Rev. Mr. Richard Treat came 
to visit the Doctor, who desired 
that he would pray by him. Be. 
ing asked what he should pray 
for; he answered, ‘** Beseech 
God that he would be pleased to 
let me feel, just as I did at that 
time when I[ first closed with 
Christ, at which time I could 
scarce contain myself out of 
heaven.”’ 

Dr. S. acquainted him that he 
could live but a few days longer; 
at which he lifted up his eyes 
with much composure, saying, 
‘¢ Then welcome Lord Jesus.” 
He declared himself under the 
greatest obligations to the Doc. 
tor for his kind and diligent at- 
tendance during his illness, and 
said, ‘* I owe a large catalogue 
of debts to my friends, which 
will never be charged to my ac- 
count ; God will discharge them 
for me.” 

July 13th, Lord’s-day noon. 
Dr. C. came to his bed-side, and 
told him there appeared a very 
visible alteration in his counte. 
nance, by which he judged death 
was not far off. He raised him- 
self upon his pillow, and broke 
out, ** Then may the Lord bring 
me near to himself—I have wait. 
ed with a Canaan hunger for 
the promised land—I have often 
wondered that God suffered me 
to live—I have wondered more 
that ever he called me to be a 
minister of his word. He has 
often atforded me much strength, 
and though I have abused it, he 
has returned in mercy. Oh! 
how sweet are the promises of 
God! Oh! that I could see him 


the life of this excellent man, in the 
Panoplist, vol. I. p. 283. The reader 
will readily perceive the propriety 
of repeating them for the purpose 
for which they are here introduced. 
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as I have seen him heretofore in 
his sanctuary! Although I have 
earnestly desired death as the 
hireling pants for the evening 
shade, yet will I wait my ap- 
pointed time. I have struggled 
with principalities and powers, 
and have been brought almost to 
despair— Lord, let it suffice.’’ 

He now closed his eyes, and 
fervently prayed that God would 
show him his glory before he de- 
parted hence—that he would en- 
able him to endure patiently to 
the end—and, particularly, that 
he might be kept.from dishonor. 
ing the ministry. He resumed 
his discourse, saying, ‘* I can 
truly say that [ have loved the 
service of God—I know not in 
what language to speak of my 
own unworthiness: I have been 
undutiful: | have honestly en- 
deavored to act for God, but 
with much weakness and cor- 
ruption.”” Here he lay down, 
and spoke as follows: ** A chris. 
tian’s death is the best part of 
his existence. The Lord has 
made provision for the whole 
way, provision for the soul and 
for the body. Oh! that I could 
recollect Sabbath blessings! The 
Lord has given me many souls 
as a crown of my rejoicing. 
Blessed be God, eternal rest is at 
hand; eternity is long enough 
to enjoy my God. This has an- 
imated me in my severest studies. 
I was ashamed to take rest here. 
Oh! that I could be filled with 
the fulness of God! that fulness 
which fills heaven.”’ 

One asked hin, if it was in his 
choice either to live or die, which 
he would prefer? He replied, 
**To die. Though I cannot but 
say I feel the same difliculty with 
St. Paul. But should God bya 
wiracle prolong my life, 1 will 
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still continue to serve him : hig 
service has ever been sweet to 
me. I have loved it much. J} 
have tried my master’s yoke, and 
will never shrink my neck from 
it. His yoke is easy, and his 
burden light.”’ 

‘* You are more cheerful, Sir,” 
said one of the company. ** Yes, 
I rise or fall as eternal rest ap. 
pears nearer or further off.” 

It being observed to him, that 
he always used that expression 
‘Dear Lord’ in his prayers; 
he answered, ‘* Oh! he is very 
dear, very precious indeed ! How 
pretty for a minister to die upon 
the Sabbath! I expect to spend 
the remaining part of this Sab. 
bath in heaven.”’ 

One said, ** You will soon 
be joined to a blessed society ; 
you will for ever converse with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
with the spirits of just men mace 
perfect, with old friends, and 
many old-fashioned people.” 
*¢ Yes, Sir,’ he replied, with a 
smile, ‘* but they are a most po- 
lite people now.”’ 

He frequently expressed great 
gratitude to his friends around 
him, but very particularly to the 
kind family he was in; and said, 
*¢ May the Lord repay you for 
your tenderness of me; may he 
bless you abundantly, not only 
with temporal! but spiritual bless- 
ings.”? Addressing himself to all 
that were present, he said, ‘Oh! 
that each of you may experience 
what, blessed be God, I do, 
when ye come to die! May 
you have the pleasure of reflect- 
ing in a dying hour, that with 
faith aud patience, zeal and sin- 
cerity, you haye endeavoured to 
serve the Lord ; that each of you 
may be impressed, as I have 
been, with God’s word, looking 
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upon it as substantial, and not 
only fearing, but unwilling to 
offend against ,*? 

Toa person about to return to 
Princeton, he said, ‘‘ Give my 
love to the people of Princeton ; 
tell them I am going to die, and 
that I am not afraid of death.”’ 
lle would sometimes cry out, 
‘‘The Lord Jesus take care of 
his cause in the world.”’ 

Monday, 14th. Waking this 
morning, ** Oh! what a disap- 
pointment have L met with; I 
expected this morning to have 
been in heaven.’’ His great weak. 
oess prevented his much speak. 
ing to-day: what few words he 
uttered, breathed the language 
of triumph. 

Tuesday, 15th. Witha pleas. 
iug smile and a strong voice he 
cried out, ** Oh! [shall triumph 
over every foe! ihe Lord hath 
given me the victory! I exult, I 
triumph. Oh! that I could see 
untainted purity! Now I know 
that it is impossible that faith 
should not triumph over earth 
and hell ; I think I have nothing 
to do now but todie. Perhaps lL 
have ; Lord show me my task.”’ 

After expressing some fears 
that he did not endeavour to pre. 
serve his remaining life; through 
eagerness to depart; and being 
told he did nothing inconsistent 
with self-preservation, he said, 
‘* Lord Jesus, into thine hands 
{commit my spirit. I do it with 
confidence, [ do it with full as- 

surance. I know that thou wilt 
keep that which I have commit- 
ted unto thee. I have been 
dreaming too fast of the time of 
my departure. I find it does not 
come ; but the Lord is faithful, 
and will not tarry beyond his 
appointed time.” 

When one who attended him 


told him his pulse grew weaker, 

he expressed with pleasure, That 
it was well. He often would 
put forth his hand to his physi. 
cians, and ask them how his pulse 
beat; and would rejoice when 
he was told it was fluttering or 
irregular. 

In the afternoon the Rev. Mr. 
Spencer came to see him, and 
said, *‘ 1 am come, dear Sir, to 
hear you confirm by facts the 
gospel you have preached. Pray 
how do you feel ?’? The Doctor 
replied, ** Full of triumph. I 
triumph through Christ. Noth- 
ing clips my wings but the 
thoughts of my dissolution being 
prolonged. Oh! that it was to- 
night. My very soul thirsts for 
eternal rest.”?>. Mr. Spencer ask- 
ed him, what he saw in eternity 
to excite such vehement desires 
in hissoul? He replied, ‘‘ I see 
a God of love and goodness—I 
see the fulness of my Mediator— 
I see the love of Jesus. Oh! to 
be dissolved ; to be with him! 1 
long to be clothed with the com- 
plete righteousness of Christ, not 
only imputed but inherent.’? He 
desired Mr. Spencer to pray be- 
fore they parted. ‘* Pray that 
God would preserve me from 
evil—that he would keep me 
from dishonoring his great name 
in this critical hour; and sup- 
port me in my passage through 
the valley of the shadow of 
death.”’ 

He spent the remaining part 
of the day, in bidding farewell 
to, and blessing his friends ; and 
exhorting such of his children as 
were with him. He would fre- 
quently cry out, ‘** Why move 
the tardy hours so slow :”’ 

July 16th, his speech failed 
him. He made many efforts to 
speak, but seldom so distinct as 
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to be understood. Mr. Rober- 
deau desired him to give some 
token whereby his friends might 
know whether he still continued 
to triumph. He lifted up his 
hands and said, ‘* Yes.’”? This 
afternoon he uttered several sen- 
tences, but little could be col. 
lected from them. 

Some of his very last words 
concerning himself were, ‘* Af. 
ter one or two more engagements 
the conflict will be over.”? A. 
bout nine o’clock he fell into a 
sound sleep, and appeared much 
freer from pain than for several 
days before. He continued to 
sleep without moving in the least 
till one o’clock ; when he expir- 
ed without a sigh or a groan, or 
any kind of motion, sufiicient to 
alarm his wife, and those friends 
who were about his bed. Dur. 
ing his whole sickness, he was 
never heard to utter one repining 
word. He was at times tortured 
with the most excruciating pains; 
yet he expressed in all his be. 
havior an entire resignation to 
the divine will. Inall his afiect- 
ing farewells to his relations and 
friends, he was never seen to shed 
a tear, or show the least mark of 
sorrow. He often checked his 
affectionate wife when she was 
weeping ; and he expressed his 
unshaken confidence in the pro- 
mises of his God, whenever he 
spoke of his dear children. 

Hiis» truly polite behavior 
continued to the last, and mani- 
fested itself whenever he called 
for a drop of drink to wet his 
lips. Every one around him was 
treated with that same sweetness 
and ease that were so peculiar 
and natural to him. In fine, he 
was a most striking example of 
that faith which kindles love in 
the heart, and produces the sweet 
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fruits of meekness, gentleness, 
patienc, and every christiay 
grace and virtue. 

ee 


Remarks on the accounts of the 
death of David Hume, Esq, 
and Samuel Finley, po. v. 


THe common sense and feel. 
ings of mankind, have always 
taught them to consider death as 
a most awful and interesting 
event. If it were nothing more 
than a separation from all that 
we love in this world; the dis. 
solution of our bodies; and the 
termination of our present mode 
of existence, there would be 
sufficient reason for approaching 
it with tender and solemn reflec. 
tion. But when we add those 
anticipations of which very few, 
if any, can wholly divest them. 
selves; that scene of ‘* untried 
being,’’ which lies before us; 
and especially that eternity which 
the christian revelation unfolds, 
death becomes an object of un. 
utterable moment ; and every 
sober thought of it bears upon 


the heart witha weight of solici. 


tude which it is not in the power 
of unaided reason to remove. 
The mere possibility of our liv- 
ing hereafter, is enough to en. 
gage the attention of a wise man: 
the probability of it is too grave 
and afiecting to leave an excuse 
forindillerence ; and thecertainty 
with which the scriptures speak 
of it, as of an immortality of 
blessedness or of wo, allows to 
light and ludicrous speculations 
concerning it, no other character 
than that of the insanity of wick- 
edness. 

When that hour draws nigh 
which shall close the business of 
life, and summon the spirit to 
the bar of ** God who garé 
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it,”? all the motives to deception 
cease ; and those false reasonings 

which blind the judgment, are 
dissipated. It is the hour of 
truth, and of sincerity. Such, 
at least, is the general fact, 
which cannot be invalidated by 
the concession that, in some in. 
stances, men have been found to 
cherish their infatuation, and 
practise their knavery to the very 
last. Their number in_ places 
which enjoy the pure gospel, the 
only ones in our present view, is 
too small to make any percepti- 
ble difference in the amount ; or 
to disparage that respectful cre. 
dence with which the rustic and 
the sage listen to the testimony 
of a dying bed. 

By this testimony, the ‘‘ gos. 
pel of the grace of God,’’ has 
obtained, among every people 
and in every age, such strong 
confirmation, and has carried in- 
to the human conscience, such 
irresistible appeals for its truth, 
its power, and its glorious ex- 
cellency, that its enemies have 
Jabored with all their might, to 
discredit these triumphs. They 
have attacked the principle upon 
which the testimony of a dying 
believer rests. ‘They have said 
that the mind, being necessarily 
enfeebled by the ravages of mor- 
tal disease upon the body, is not 
a competent judge of its own 
operations—that the louks, the 
tears, the whole conduct of sur- 
rounding friends, excite artificial 
emotions in the dying—that su. 
perstition has a prodigious as. 
cendency over their imagination 
—that their joyful impressions 
of heaven, are the mere reveries 
of a disturbed brain ; that their 
Serenity, their steady ‘hope, their 
placid faith, are only the natural 
consequence of long habit, which 
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never Operates more freely than 
when the faculty of reflection is 
impaired—All this, and more 
like this, do unhappy mortals 
who take, or pretend to take, 
pleasure in putting an extin. 
guisher upon the light of life, 
detail with an air of superiority, 
as if they had fallen upon a dis- 
covery which merits the plaudits 
of the world. But were it even 
so—were the christian victory 
over death only a dream, it is a 
dream so sweet and blessed, that 
with the scourger of lord Bo. 
lingbroke’s philosophy, I should 
** account that man a villain that 
awoke me—awoke me to truth 
and misery.”** But I am not 
going to discuss this question. 
The poor infidel does not believe 
himself, and why should others 
believe him? With one breath 
he endeavors to ery down the 
argument to be derived in favor 
of their religion, from the peace. 
ful death of christians; and with 
the next to enlist it in his own 
service. He omits no opportu. 
nity of celebrating the intrepidi. 
ty or composure displayed by 
sceptical brethren in their last. 
moments, Let the letter of Dr. 
Adam Smith, concerning the 
death of David Hume, Esq. re. 
printed in the foregoing pages, 
be aproof. Every sentence be- 
trays his anxiety to set off his 
friend to the best advantage: 
The dullest observer cannot but 
perceive his design to compare 
Mr. Hume dying an infidel, with 
a christian dying in the faith of 
Jesus. Let us draw out, at 
length, that comparison which 
he has only insinuated ; and that 


* Hunter’s View of the philosoph- 
ical character and writings of Lerd 
Viscount Bolingbroke. 
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the effect may be more decisive 
let us remember, that the whole 
annals of unbelief do not fur- 
nish a more favorable example 
than he has selected. Mr. Hume 
was a man of undisputed genius. 
His versatile talent, his intense 
application, his large acquire- 
ments, and his uncommon acute- 
ness, place him, perhaps, at the 
head of those enemies of revela- 
tion who attempt to reason ; as 
Voltaire stands without a rival 
among those who only scoff. He 
had, besides, what rarely belengs 
to the ascertained infidel, a good 
moral reputation. We mean that 
he was not addicted to lewdness, 
to drunkenness, to Kknayery, to 
profane swearing,* or any of 


* On further recollection, we are 
compelled to deduct from = Mr. 
Hume’s morality, his freedom from 
profane swearing. For, in an account 
of the life and writings of the Rev. 
Dr. Robertson, the great historian, 
drawn up by professor Dugald Stew- 
art, there is a letter from Mr. Hume 
to the Doctor, in which he descends 


to the coarse and vulgar profanity of 


the ale-house, and the main-deck. 
To ask his reverend correspondent, 
the principal of the University of 
Edinburgh; the ecclesiastical pre- 
mier of the church of Scotland, 
“© What the devil he had todo with 
that old fashioned, dangling word, 
wherewith 2” and to tell him, * I will 
see you d—d sooner,” viz. than 
‘swallow your hath’’*—are such 
gross violations of decency, that un- 
less Mr. Hume had been accustomed 
to adorn his speech with similar ex- 
pletives, they never could have found 
their way into a familiar letter ; much 
less into a letter designed for the eye 
of amanto whom, considering his 
profession only, they were a direct in- 
sult. We do not wonder that Mr. 
Stewart should * hesitate about the 


* An Account of the Life and Writ- 
ngs of William Robertson, D. D. pre- 
fixed to his works, p. 80, 81. 
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those grosser vices which are the 
natural and ordinary companions 
of enmity to the gospel. For 
otherwise, as he labored to un. 
settle all fixed principles of be. 
lief ; to overturn the whole sys. 
tem of moral obligation ; to ob. 
literate a sense of God’s an. 
thority from the conscience ; and 
positively to inculcate the inno. 
cence of the greatest crimes, he 
must be accounted one of the 
most flagitiously immoral men 
that ever lived. 

His panegyrist, too, was a 
man of superior parts and pro. 
found erudition. The name of 
Adam Smith will always rank 


propriety of subjecting to the criti- 
cisms of the world so careless an ef- 
fusion.” But, knowing as we do, 
the urbanity of that gentleman’s man- 
ners, the elegance of his mind, and 
his high sense of decorum, we much 
wonder that his hesitation had not a 
diflerent issue. We fear that all 
men of sobriety, we are sure that all 
men of religion, will refuse to accept 
Mr. Hume’s * gaiety and affection,” 
as an apology for his vileness; or to 
let it pass off under the mask of 
‘* playful and good-natured irony.” 
If a philosopher’s ‘affection’ must 
vent itself in ribaldry; if he cannot 
be ** playful and good-natured,” with- 
out plundering the waierman and 
scavenger of their appropriate phra- 
seology, we own, that his conversa- 
tion has no attractions for us. Such 
a ** elimpse” as this letter affords, of 


‘the ** writer and his correspondent 


in the habits of private intercourse,” 
is far from ‘‘ suggesting not unpleas- 
ing pictures of the hours which they 
borrowed from business and study.” 
But the most melancholy reflection 
is, that such intimacies and corres- 
pondences furnish an index of Dr. 
Robertson’s own character. The in- 
fidels never allowed that he had any 
thing of the christian minister but 
his canonicals and his sermons. With 
these exceptions they claimed him 
as their own, and their claim appears 
to have been too well founded. 
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high in the republic of letters ; 
and will never be pronounced, 
but with respect, by the politi- 
cal economist. Mr. Hume can 
have lost nothing ; has possibly 
gained much, by the pen of his 
friend. Taking him, therefore, 
as the letter to Mr. Strahan re- 
presents him, let us contrast him 
with that servant of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, Dr. Samuel Finley. 

Whatever bea man’s opinions, 
one of his most rational occupa. 
tions in the prospect of leaving 
the world, is to look back upon 
the manner in which he has pass- 
ed through it: to compare his 
duties with his conduct, and to 
inquire how far he deserves the 
approbation or the reproach of 
his own conscience. With a 
christian this admits not of dis- 
pute. Nor will it be disputed 
by a deist, who professes his 
faith in the being and providence 
of God, and a state of rewards 
and punishments hereafter, pro- 
portioned to the degree of crime 
or of virtue here. To such a 
one it is, upon his own princi- 
ples, a question of unspeakable 
importance, whether he shall 
commence his future existence 
with hopes of happiness, or with 
fears of misery? especially as he 
relies much upon the efficacy of 
penitence and prayer, in procur- 
ing forgiveness of his faults, in- 
dulgence to his infirmities, and a 
general mitigation of whatever is 
unfavorable. Nay, the mortal 
deist, or the atheist himself, for 
they are not worth the trouble 
of a distinction, ought, for their 
own sakes in this life, to be so 
employed. If, with the rejec- 
tion of all religious constraint, 
they have not also uprooted eve- 
ry affection of their nature, noth- 
ing could afford them more grati- 


fication in the evening of their 
days, than the consciousness of 
their having contributed some. 
thing to the mass of human com. 
fort. In short, whether we ar- 
gue upon christian, or unchris- 
tian grounds, it can be the inter- 
est of none but the worthless 
and the malignant, to shut their 
eyes upon their own history, 
and sink down in death, as a 
bullock drops under the knife of 
his executioner. 

Yet strange as it may appear, 
and inconsistent as it certainly is 
with his high pretensions, there 
are few things so rare as a dying 
infidel taking a deliberate retro. 
spect of life. . We say a deliber- 
ate retrospect ; for it is undeni- 
able, that on many of those who, 
like the apostate Julian, waged 
implacable war with the Ga/i- 
leun, conscience recovering from 
its slumbers, has, at the hour of 
death or the apprehension of it, 
forced an unwilling and torment- 
ing recollection of their deeds. 
The point of honor in their phi- 
losophy seems to be, and their 
utmost attainment is, to keep 
completely out of view, both the 
past and the future. This was 
evidently the case with Mr. 
Hume. (Read over again Dr. 
Smith’s letter to Mr. Strahan, 
and you will not find a syllable 
from which you could gather 
that there is an hereafter, a pro- 
vidence, or a God—not a sen- 
tence to indicate that Mr. Hume 
believed he had ever committed 
asin; or was, in any respect, 
an accountable being. 

Turn now away from the phi- 
losopher, and hear what a be- 
liever in the Lord Jesus Christ 
has to say. Melting into grati- 
tude for that mercy which he 
had received from his heavenly 
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father, he goes back to the 
commencement of his christian 
course, and desires his friend to 
pray that God ‘* would be pleas. 
ed to let him feel just as he did 
at that time when he first closed 
with Christ,” and the rapture of 
his soul came near to the Dbless- 
edness of heaven. With deep 
humility he owns his sinfulness : 
not a whisper of extenvation or 
apology does he utter—‘* | know 
not in what language to speak of 
my own unworthiness—I have 
been undutiful.’’ But with great 
tenderness, as in the presence of 
the Omniscient, he attests his sat- 
isfaction with time spent in his 
christian duties and enjoyments. 
** I can truly say that I have 
loved the service of God—I have 
honestly endeavored to act for 
God, but with much weakness 
and corruption—I have tried my 


master’s yoke, and will never 


shrink my neck from it.”’ That 
he had been useful to others, and 
instrumental in their salvation, 
was to him a source of pure and 
elevated joy. ‘* The Lord has 
given me many souls as a crown 
of my rejoicing.” 

What think you, now, reader, 
of Mr. Hume and Dr. Finley, 
with regard to their retrospect 
of life? Who evinces most of 
the good and the virtuous man? 
Whose reflections, is it rea. 
sonable to conclude, were the 
most delightful 2? #/is, who let 
none of them escape his lips? or 
his, whose words were inade. 
quate to express their abundance 
or their sweetness? No; the 
one had not delightful recollec- 
tions to communicate. High 
happiness is never selfish. The 
overflowing heart pours off its 
exuberance into the bosom of a 


friend. And had Mr. H. had 
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any thing of this sort to impart, 
his companions and encomiasts 
would have shared in his plea. 
sure, and would not have forgot. 
ten to tell the world of its luxu. 
ry. Their silence wasa sufficient 
comment. 

Let us extend our comparison 
to a particular which, more than 
almost any thing else, touches 
the pride of philosophy: We 
mean the dignity displayed by 
the infidel and by the christian 
respectively. 

Ask Dr. Smith. He will tell 
you that at the very time when 
he knew his dissolution was near, 
Mr. Hume continued to ‘+ divert 
himself as usual, with correcting 
his own works for a new edition ; 
with reading books of amuse. 
ment; with the conversation of 
his friends; and sometimes, in 
the evening, with a party at his 
favorite game of whist.”? Behold 
the dying occupation of a cap. 
tain of infidelity ! Of one who is 
eulogized ‘* as approaching as 
nearly to the idea of a perfect. 
ly wise and virtuous man, as, 
perhaps, the nature of human 
frailty will admit’’—his most se. 
rious employment is ** diverting 
himself.”? Just about to yield 
up his last breath, and ** divert. 
ing himself.” From what? Let 
them answer who know that 
there are, apt to be troublesome 
visitors to the imagination and 
the conscience of one who has 
prostituted his powers to the 
purpose of spreading rebellion 
against the God who made him! 
‘+ Diverting himself !?? With 
what? With correcting his own 
works for a new edition! 4 
considerable portion of which 
‘* works” is destined to prove 
that justice, mercy, faith, and 
all the circle of both the duties 
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and charities, are obligatory on. 
ly because they are useful; and, 
by consequence, that their op- 

osites shall be obligatory when 
they shal! appear to be more 
useful—that the religion of the 
Lord Jesus, which has ‘‘ brought 
life and immortality to light,”’ is 
an imposture—that adultery is a 
bagatelle ; and suicide a virtue ! 
With what? With reading books 
of amusement. The adventures 
of Don Quixote, the tales of 
the genii; a novel, a tragedy, a 
farce, a collection of sonnets ; 
any thing but those sober and 
searching treatises which are fit 
for one who ‘ considers his lat. 
ter end.”?, With what? With 
the conversation of his friends ; 
such as Dr. Smith, and Dr. Black, 
another famous infidel, who, as 
they had nothing inviting to dis- 
cuss about futurity, and Mr. H. 
could not bear the fatigue of ab- 
struse speculation, must have en- 
tertained him with all that jejune 
small talk which makes great 
wits look so very contemptible, 
when they have nothing to say. 
Hith what? With an evening 
party at his favorite game of 
whist! A card table! and all 
that nauseous gabble for which 
the card table is renowned! ‘The 
question is to be decided, wheth- 
er such stupendous faculties as 
had been Javished upon Mr. 
Hume, were to be blasted into 
annihilation ; or expanded to the 
vision and fruition of the Inri- 
Nite Goon; or converted into 
inlets of endless pain, despair, 
and horror? A question which 
might convulse the abyss, and 
nove the thrones of heaven—and 
while the decisionvis preparing, 
Preparing for him, Mr. H. sits 
down toa gaming board, with 
gambling companions, to be ‘‘ di- 


verted’? with the chances of the 
cards, and the edifying conver. 
sation to which they give rise? 
Such is the dignity of this almost 
‘* perfectly wise and virtuous 
man’’—Such a philosopher’s pre- 
paration for death! 

Let us leave him at the card- 
table, and pay a second visit to 
Dr. Finley. From his gracious 
lips not a trifling word escapes. 
In his ardent soul, now ready to 
speed its flight to the spirits of 
the just, there is no room for 
*¢ diversion,’’ for ** correcting’’ 
compositions ; for ‘* books of 
amusement ;’? or for ** games of 
whist.”? The everlasting life of 
those around him—the spiritual 
prosperity of a congregation 
dear to him—the interests of his 
Redeemer among the nations— 
these, these are the themes which 
fill his thoughts and dwell upon 
his tongue. ‘* Oh that each of 
you,’’ says he to the spectators 
of his pain, ‘*‘ may experience, 
what, blessed be God, 1 do, when 
ye come to die.’”’—‘* Give my 
love to the people of Princeton : 
tell them that I am going to die, 
and that I am not afraid of death. 
The Lord Jesus take care of his 
cause in the world.”’ 

The manner in which Mr. H. 
and Dr. F. directly contemplat- 
ed death, and the effects of death, 
presents another strong point of 
contrast. It is evident from the 
whole of Dr. Smith’s narrative, 
that the former confined or 
wished to confine, his view t@ 
the mere physecal event—to the 
bodily anguish which it might 
create, and its putting a period to 
earthly enjoyments. The whole 
of the philosopher’s ‘* magnan. 
imity’’ centers here. Allowing 
to his composure under these 
views of death, as much as can 


—- 











254 


reasonably be demanded, we do 
not perceive in it a// that ‘*mag- 
nanimity”? which is perceived by 
Dr. S. Thousands who had no 
pretensions to philosophical pre- 
eminence, have been Mr. H.’s 
equals on this ground. If he 
had succeeded in persuading him. 
self, as his writings tend to per- 
suade others, that the spirit of 
man, like the spirit of a beast, 
*‘voeth downwards ;”’ that when 
the breath should leave his hody, 
there would be an end of Mr. 
Hume—that the only change 
would be to ** turn afew ounces 
of blood into a different chan- 
nel’’—to vary the form of a 
eluster of corpuscles, or to scat- 
ter a bundle of perceptions up 
and down through that huge col- 
lection of impressions and ideas 
—that stupendous mass of noth- 
ings, of which his philosophy 
had sagaciously discovered the 
whole material and intellectual 
world to be composed—If this 
were al], we cannot discern in 
what his magnanimity consisted. 
It is chiefly as a moral event, 
that death is interesting—as an 
event which, instead of putting 
an end to our existence, only 
introduces us to a mode of ex- 
istence as much more interesting 
than the present, as eternity is 
more interesting than time. 

It is this view that chiefly en- 
gaged the attention of Dr. Fin. 
ley. In common with others, 
he was to undergo the pains of 
dissolution. But he rested not 
in these. He fixed his eye upon 
that new form which all his re- 
Jations to God, to holiness, to 
sin, and the inhabitants of the 
future world, were shortly to 
assume. The reader, we doubt 
not, perceives the immense dis- 
parity between these cases. Mr. 
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H. looks at death as it affects 
the ailairs of this world. Dr, 
F. as it involves eternal issues, 
Mr. H. according to his own no- 
tions, had nothing to encounter 
but the struggles of nature ; and 
nothing to lose but a few tem. 
poral enjoyments. Before Dr, 
F. was the tribunal of God, and 
the stake at hazard was an im. 
mortal soul. An error here is 
irretrievable ; the very thought 
of its possibility is enough to 
shake every fibre of the frame ; 
and proportiunably precious and 
certain must be that religion 
which can assure the believer of 
his safety, and convey him with 
peacefulness and pleasure to his 
father’s house. 

This being the case, let us 
weigh the consolations of the 
philosopher against those of the 
christian. 

Dr. Smith has made the most 
of them in behalf of the former; 
but a very little scrutiny will 
show that they are light and 
meagre indeed. ‘* [am dying,” 
they are the words of Mr. H. 
‘fas easily and cheerfully as 
my best friends could desire.” 
** When he became very weak,” 
says Dr. Black, ‘‘ it cost him an 
eflort to speak ; and he died in 
such a happy composure of 
mind, that nothing could exceed 
£4.°f 

We are not without suspicion, 
that on the part of Mr. H. there 
is some affectation here; and on 
the part of his friends, some pret- 
ty high colouring. In the mouth 
of a christian, ‘* composure,” 
** cheerfulness,’’? ** complacen- 
cy,” ‘* resignation,’ ‘* happl- 
ness,’ in death, have an exqul- 
site meaning. But what meall- 
ing can they have in the mouth 
of one, the very best of whosé 











1808.] On the Death of D. Hume and S. Finiey. 255 


expectations is the extinction of 
his being ? Is there any ** com- 
placency”’ in the thought of 
perishing ? any ‘* happiness”? in 
the dreary and dismal anticipa- 
tion of being blotted out of life? 
{It isafarce: It isa mockery 
of every human feeling ; and 
every throbbing of the heart 
convicts it of a lie. But) Mr. 
Hume expected a better state of 
existence—Nay, talk not of that. 
There is not, either in his own 
expressions, or those of his 
friends, the faintest allusion to 
futurity. That glorious light 
which shines through the grave 
upon the redeemed of the Lord, 
was the object of his derision. 
No comfort from this quarter. 
The accomplishment of his earth- 
ly wishes, and the prosperity of 
his near relatives, are the only 
reasons assigned for his cheer- 
fulness. But these are insuffi- 
cient. In thousands, and ten 
thousands, they have not availed 
to preclude the most alarming 
forebodings ; and why should 
they do more for Mr. Hume ? 
In the next place, how shall 
we interpret his ‘* resignation ?” 
Resignation to what? To the 
divine will? Ono! God was 
not in all his thoughts. But 
death was at hand, and he could 
not escape ; he submitted to a 
stroke which it was impossible 
io avoid. And all that is said of 
his ** composure,” and ** cheer- 
fulness,”’ and ** resignation,”’ and 
“complacency,” when measur- 
ed by the scale of truth, amounts 
to no more than a sottish uncon- 
cern set off with a fictitious gai- 
ety. Itis easy to work up a 
fine description ; and it is often 
Most fine, when most remote 
from the fact. Let any infidel 
between the poles produce, if 


he can, a reason that shall satis. 
fy a child, why one who has 
lived without God, should find 
“complacency” in death. Noth. 
ing but that ** hope which mak- 
eth not ashamed,’’ is a cause 
equal to such an effect. But 
‘*hope”’ beyond the grave, is a 
word which had no place in Mr. 
Hume’s vocabulary, because the 
thing had no place in his soul. 
It is plain, however, that he 


Felt his ruling passion strong in death. 


Whatever his decay had weaken- 
ed, his desire to see ** the down. 
fall of some of the prevailing 
systems of superstition ,’? which, 
with Mr. Hume, meant neither 
more nor less than the destruc. 
tion of christianity, in every 
modification retained its whole 
vigor. And thus, while vent- 
ing his spite at the only ** sys. 
tem’? which ever could render 
death comfortable ; he goes to 
Lucian’s Dialogues, and edifies 
his friends with chattering non- 
sense about Charon and his boat! 
O cecas hominum mentes! Noth- 
ing can be more blind and in- 
fatuated than the fanaticism of 
philosophy ‘* falsely so called.’? 
With this puerile levity before 
our eyes ; and this contempti- 
ble babbling sounding in our 
ears, we must listen to tales of 
Mr. Hume’s magnanimity, com. 
placency, and resignation ! 
From a barren exhibition of 
atheism, let us repair once more 
to the servant of God. In Dr. 
Finley, we see a man dying not 
only with cheerfulness, but with 
ecstasy. Of his friends, his wife, 
his children, he takes a joyfud 
leave ; committing all that he 
held most dear in this world, not 
to the uncertainties of earthly 
fortune, but to the ** promises of 
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his God.” Although his tem- 
poral circumstances were very 
moderate ; although he had sons 
and daughters to provide for, and 
slender means of doing it, he 
felt not a moment’s uneasiness— 
Leave thy fatherless children 
with me ; 1 will preserve them 
alive ; and let thy widows trust 
in me, was, in his estimation, a 
better security for their support, 
than any inheritance in lands or 
lucre. And as to death itself— 
who but one ‘ filled with hopes 
full of immortality,’? could use 
such language as _ this,—‘* A 
christian’s death is the best part 
of his existence’’—‘* Blessed be 
God! eternal rest is at hand.’’ 
—‘**Q I shall triumph over ev- 
ery foe,’? (he meant sin, satan, 
death, the grave,) ** the Lord 


hath given me the victory—I ex- 
ult; L triumph! Now I know 
that it is impossible that faith 


should not triumph over earth 
aud hell’’—‘‘ Lord Jesus, into 
thy hands | commit my spirit ; 

I do it with confidence ; I do it 
with full assurance. I know 
that thou wilt keep that which I 
have committed unto thee.’? We 
appeal to all the world, whether 
any thing like this, any thing 
that deserves so much as to be 
named in comparison, ever fell 
from the lips of an infidel ? How 
poor, how mean, how miserable, 
does he look, when brought to 
the contrast ! Let the reader re- 
view again the situation of Dr. 
Finley, ponder his words, and 
mark their spirit ; and then let 
him go back to Mr. Hume’s 
“¢ diversion’’—to his correcting 
his atheistical writings fora new 
ecdition—to his ‘* books of 
amusement’??—to his ‘* game of 
whist’’—to his insipid raillery 
about Charon and his boat ! 


Truly the infidels have cause to 
look big, and despise the follow. 
ers of Jesus Uhrist ! ‘* Pray, 
sir,’’ said a young man to the 
late Dr. Black, in the presence 
of a juvenile company, at the 
Dr.’s own table, ** Pray sir, how 
did Mr. Hume die??? ‘** Mr, 
Hume,’’ answered the sceptical 
chymist, with an air of great 
significance, ** Mr. Hume died, 
as he lived, a philosopher.”’ Dr. 
Black himself has aided Dr. Smith 
in telling us what the death ofa 
philosopher is. It has taught 
us, if nothing before did, that 
the pathetic exclamation, ‘* Let 
my soul be with the philoso. 
phers,’’? belongs to one who i; 
a stranger to truth and happi- 
ness. If they resemble Mr. 
Htume, we will most devoutly 
exclaim, ‘* Furthest from them 
is best.”? Let our souls be with 
the christians! with the humble 
believers in that Jesus who is 
** the resurrection and the life.” 
Let them be with Samuel Fin. 
ley ; let them not be with David 
Hlume ! 

We cannot close these stric. 
tures, without again reminding 
the reader, that no instance of 
composure in death is to be 
found more favorable to the 
infidel boast, than the instance 
of Mr. Hume. And yet, how 
jeyune and forlorn does he ape 
pear, in cumparison of Dr. Fin- 
lev. The latter longs for his 
departure, ‘‘ as the hireling pants 
for the evening shade ;’? and 
when it comes, he*poars around 
him his kindly benedictions ; his 
eye beams with celestial brillian- 
cy ; he shouts, Salvation ! and 
is away to ‘the bosom of his 
Father and his God.” 

But in the other all is blank. 
No joy sparkles in his eye: ®° 
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hope swells his bosom ; an un- 
meaning smile is on his coun. 
tenance, and frigid ridicule dis- 
honors his lips. Be it never 
forgotten, that no infidels die in 
triumph ! The utmost to which 
they pretend, is dying with calm- 
ness. ven this rarely happens ; 
and, the scripture being judge, 
it isa part of their accursedness. 
It imparts the deeper horror to 
the surprise of the eternal world. 
But, if you reverse the picture, 
and ask how many infidels close 
their career in anguish, in dis- 
traction, in a fearful looking-for 
of gudgment and fiery indigna- 
tion which shall devour the ap- 
VERSARIES 2 how endless is the 
train of wretches, how piercing 
their cry ! That arch blas- 
phemer, Voltaire, left the world 
with hell anticipated : and we 
hear so frequently of his disci- 
ples ** going to their own place’’ 
in a similar manner, that the 
dreadful narratives lose their ef- 
fect by repetition. It was quite 
recently that a youth in the state 
of New-York, who had been 
debauched by the ribaldrous im- 
piety of Paine, yielded up the 
ghost with dire imprecations on 
the hour when he first saw an 
infidel book, and on the mur- 
derer who first put it into his 
hand. but who ever heard of a 
dying man’s cursing the day in 
which he believed in Jesus ? 
While such an instance, we are 
bold to assert, never occurred, 
nothing is more common than 
the peaceful death of them who 


have ** tasted that the Lord is 
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youth ;’ 


gracious.” They who see prac- 
tical christianity in those retreats 
which the eye of a profane phi- 
losopher seldom penetrates, could 
easily fill a long record of dying 
beds softened with that bland 
submission, and cheered with that 
victorious hope, which threw so 
heavenly a lustre round the bed 
of Dr. Finley. 

These things carry with them 
their own recommendation to 
the conscience which is not yet 
‘“seared as with a hot iron.’’ 
If our pages fall into the hands 
of the young, we affectionately 
entreat them to **remember their 
Creator in the days of their 
> “to make their cal- 
ling and their election sure,’’ 
before they be ‘‘hardened by 
the deceitfulness of sin.’ Rick 
are the tints of that beauty, and 
sweet the fragrance of those 
blossoms, on which, in the morn- 
ing of life, the Lord our God 
Sheds down the dews of his bles. 
sing. You would not wish to 
be associated with infidels in 
their death—shun the contagion 
of their principles while you are 
in spirits and in health. Your 
hearts cannot but sigh, ‘*‘ Let 
me die the death of the righteous, 
and let my last end be like-his’’ 
—cast in then, your lot with 
him ; choose for your own God, 
the God of Samuei Finley ; and 
like him, you shall have ‘* hope 
in your death ;”’ like him, you 
shall ** be had in everlasting re- 
membrance,’’? when ** the meme. 
ry of the wicked shall ret.” 
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(Now 


RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


ON THE ORIGINAL TEMPTATION AND FALL. 


Scancery shall we find, in the 
whole inspired volume, a pas- 
sage more solemn and affecting, 
more admonitory and instruc. 
tive, than the first six verses of 
the third chapter of Genesis. 
This passage declares to us the 
origin of that universal depravi- 
ty of our race, of which the 
sages of the pagan world have 
never been able to give any satis. 
factory account. It comprises 
the history of ‘‘that dreadful 
fall which brought death into the 
world, and all our woes.’’ It 
carries us up to that awful event, 
which gave occasion.for the in. 
troduction of the astonishing 
plan of redeeming mercy ; which 
rendered necessary the death of 
the Son of God, with the whole 
vast serics of events connected 
with it ; and the consequences 
of which will be felt in all parts 
of the universe to the remotest 
periods of eternity. 

The present design is, not to 
develope at large, all the great 
and solemn truths, comprised or 
implied in this passage ; but to 
give a concise and connected 
view of that fatal temptation, 
which issued in the first apostacy 
of man, and to improve it for 
instruction and warning. 

Immediately after their crea- 
tion, the first parents of our race 
were placed in the garden of 
Eden, surrounded with all the 
delights, which earth in its high. 
est perfection could yield, crown- 
ed with glory and honor, and 
happy in the enjoyment of the 


peculiar favor of heaven. But 
all their bliss they held on the 
tenure of perfect obedience to 
their beneficent Creator ; and 
for the trial of their obedience, 
one tree of their garden, the tree 
of the knowledge of good and 
evil, was expressly interdicted, 
under the penalty of death. 
Ifow long they held their in. 
tegrity, and enjoyed the felici- 
ties of their primeval state, as 
the spirit of inspiration did not 
see fit to record, we are furnish. 
ed with no means, by which to 
determine. The supposition, 
though perhaps a prevalent one, 
that their fatal transgression was 
on the very day of their creation, 
appears to have no solid founda. 
tion, and may well be considered 
as very improbable. It would 
seem reasonable to suppose that 
the all wise Creator would not 
suiler them to be assailed by the 
subtile tempter, until opportuni. 
ty had been given them for some 
improved acquaintance with 
things around them, for some 
rational reflection on the cir- 
cumstances of their situation, 
and for some enlarged experience 
of the happiness to be enjoyed 
in a life of obedience and devo- 
tion. Nor can it be concluded, 
that this was not the case, either 
from the silence of the sacred 
history, as to any thing which 
took place between their divine- 
ly solemnized marriage and the 
fatal temptation by which they 
fell, or from the obvious fact, 
that their first child was not 
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born, until after their fall. But 
to know how long man continu. 
ed in his original state of inno- 
cence cannot be of any real im. 
portance ; it much more deeply 
concerns us to know, by what 
means he fell from that blissful 
state. 

Now the serpent, says the sa- 
cred historian, was more subtile 
than any beast of the field,which 
the Lord God had made ; and 
he said unto the woman, Yea, 
hath God said, Ye shall not eat 
of every tree of the garden. 

The serpent is here mentioned 
as being the tempter, by whose 
superior subtilty our first mother 
was beguiled. But on compar- 
ing with this other parts of the 
divine word, we clearly learn, 
that an evil spirit, called the 
Devil and Satan, was the real 
actor, and the animal, called the 
serpent, only the instrument, in 
that fatal aflair. By the scrip- 
tures we are informed that some 
of the angelic hosts, whose orig- 
inal state was holy and blessed, 
near the throne of God in hea- 
ven, proudly rebelled against 
their Maker, and for their re- 
bellion were expelled from their 
first habitation, and cast down 
to hell. The fall of the angels, 
ihough repeatedly alluded to in 
the scriptures, is no where par.. 
ticularly described. On what 
occasion they fell, or in what 
their particular sin consisted, is 
not declared ; yet the opinion is 
not an improbable one, that their 
fall was on occasion of some 
Special revelation to them of 
God’s great design respecting 
mankind. Neither are we in- 
formed how long they kept their 
first estate, or at what particular 
period their rebellion commenc. 
ed. When the foundations of 


the earth were laid, ‘* the morn- 
ing stars sang together, and all 
the sons of God shouted for 
joy.”’ Angels, therefore, exist. 
ed before this world was creat. 
ed; but how long before we are 
not warranted to say ; neither 
have we any information from 
which we can certainly conclude, 
whether the fall of angels was 
antecedent, or subsequent, to the 
creation of man. Itis reasona- 
ble, however, to suppose, unless 
there be some decisive proof to 
the contrary, that events of such 
vast consequence to the universe, 
and attended with so many in. 
portant circumstances, a3 the 
creation and fall of angels, and 
the creation and fall of man, did 
not all take place within so 
short a space of time, as a very 
few days. 

After their expulsion from 
heaven, the fallen angels, with 
Satan at their head, still at en= 
mity with God, and become des- 
perate in the certain expectation 
of eternal wo, were doubtless 
disposed to do all in their power 
to counteract the great designs 
of God, and to disturb and des. 
troy the happiness of all holy 
beings. ‘* The beauty of the 
new created world, the glory of 
God, and the happiness of man” 
may well be supposed to have 
‘* excited their envy and their 
rage, and suggested to Satan the 
malicious design of ruining the 
whole.’”? For this dreadful pur. 
pose, that he might the more 
surely succeed, he concealed him- 
self in the subtile serpent, and 
made upon our first mother, 
when alone, his unsuspected at- 
tack. And in allusion to this 
he is called in scripture, ‘* the 
old Serpent,’ and ‘* the Dra- 


gon.”’ 





= ad 
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It is not improbable, that, in 
their state of primeval innocence 
and bliss, when the whole ani- 
mal creation was submissive to 
their will, and obsequious to 
their wishes, Adam and [ve had 
noticed with pleasure and fond 
partiality the superior sagacity 
and address of the serpent, and 
that the serpent, pleased with 
their caresses, was accustomed 
to play and fawn around them 
with great familiarity. This 
might naturally suggest to Satan 
the fatal device of using this ani- 
mal as an instrument for elfiect- 
ing his diabolical design. 

But how is it to be accounted 
for, that the woman should en- 
ter, so freely, as it appears she 
did, into a conversation with the 
Serpent, without any marks of 
suspicion or even of surprise at 
his powers of speech ? However 
different in other respects the 
serpent might have been before 
the temptation and fall, from 
what he has been since ; yet the 
power of speech was undoubted. 
ly a gift, with which he was not 
naturally endowed. By some, 
however, it has been supposed, 
that on this sad occasion, the 
serpent, employed by the infer- 
nal adversary, appeared so beau. 
tiful and resplendent, as to in. 
duce the innocent Eve to receive 
him as a friendly angel, and lis- 
ten to him as a messenger from 
heaven. Insupport of this opin. 
ion it is alleged, that the fiery 
serpents of the east, which are 
remarkable for their beauty and 
shining appearance, are, in the 
original language of scripture, 
called seraphim, the very name 
given in Isaiah to the heavenly 
worshippers ; and that the apos- 
tle, in the same chapter, in which 
he says, that **the serpent bee 
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guiled Eve by his subtilty,”? ob. 
serves also, that ** Satan is trans. 
formed into an angel of light.’’# 
But if this hypothesis be thought 
to excuse the criminal conduct 
of our first mother, farther than 
is warranted Ly the word of 
God ; it is at least not unlikely, 
that Satan might have the ad- 
dress, to make her believe, that 
it was by eating of the fruit of 
the forbidden tree, that the ser- 
pent had acquired, in so eminent 
a degree, as he seemed to display, 
the faculties both of reason and 
speech ; and that, impressed with 
this belief, she not only convers- 
ed with him without surprise, 
but was also prepared to give 
credit to him, when he told her, 
that, if she and her husband 
would eat, they should become 
as gods, 

be this, however, as it may, 
as invisible spirits, both good 
and bad, are naturally uneme 
bodied, and therefore when they 
cunverse with mankind must as- 
sume some body either real or 
apparent, it is evident that in 
assuming the body of the ser- 
pent, on this fatal occasion, Sa- 
tan discovered very great sagaci- 
ty. To have come to our first 
parents without disguise, and 
openly declared to them who he 
was, and what was his business 
with them, would not have an- 
swered his purpose. It would 
at once have put them on their 
guard, and rendered them deaf 
to all his temptations. He craf- 
tily, therefore, assumed the body 
of the serpent, and, thus dis- 
guised, proceeded, unsuspected, 
to the accomplishment of his 
purpose, , 

And he said unto the woman, 


* Scott's Commentary. 
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Yea, hath God said, Ye shall 
not eat of every tree of the gar- 
den ? 

It is observable that in this 
first address to Eve, Satan did 
not appear in direct contrariety 
tv God. He did not deny the 
divine authority, nor propose to 
Eve to cast off the fear of God, 
and turn in rebellion against 
him. Such a procedure would 
have so shocked her feelings, 
that, instead of standing in par- 
ley, she would have repelled the 
proposal with abhorrence, and 
fled from the tempter with in- 
dignant speed. Aware of this, 
Satan took his measures with 
great precaution. He proposed 
a question, which was designed 
to lead Eve to suspect, that she 
and her husband had misunder- 
stood what God had said. ‘ Yea 
hath God said, Ye shall not eat 
of every tree of the garden ?’ 
Has God given such a command? 
How is this possible? Is not 
God a being of perfect benevo- 
lence ? Does he not love his 
creatures ? Has he not made 
them for happiness ? Does he 
not delight in their highest en- 
joyment ? And are not you and 
your husband, in particular, the 
most favored objects of his be- 
nevolent regard? Has he not 
inade you in his own image, giv- 
en you an exalted rank in the 
scale of being; made this beau- 
tiful world for your residence, 
and replenished it with the fruits 
of his goodness in the richest va- 
riety for your enjoyment? Has 
he not planted this delightful 
garden, on purpose for your 
pleasure? Andis it then possi- 
ble, that he should have laid up- 
on you such a grievous prohibi- 
tion? After all the proofs, which 
he has given you, of his good. 
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ness, and of his love to you, can 
you believe that he has forbidden 
you to eat of this delicious fruit ? 
Can you for a moment entertain 
a thought of God, so unworthy, 
so ungrateful, so derogative of 
his infinite goodness? Surely 
you must have misunderstood 
him; he could not mean what 
you have supposed. ’ 

Such, it is conceived, was the 
obvious purport of Satan’s first 
address to our common mother ; 
an address in every respect cal- 
culated to answer the purpose 
for which it was intended. In- 
stead of shocking her feelings by 
an open display of impiety, it 
held out the appearance of great 
veneration for God, and great 
concern for his honor. ‘ Has 
God, a being of infinite benevo- 
lence, said ye shall not eat of 
this tree? How dishonorable is 
the thought ; what a disparage. 
ment of his glory !? Such was 
the insidious language of the 
tempter; and it was evidently 
calculated, as it was intended, to 
Stagger Kve’s mind on the sub. 
ject of the divine command. 

And the woman said unto the 
serpent, we may eat of the fruit 
of the trees of the garden: but 
of the fruit of the tree in the 
midst of the garden, God hath 
said, ye shall not eat of it, lest 


ye die. 


From this reply of our first 
mother to the serpent, it is evi- 
dent that his insidious question 
had produced its intended effect. 
Her mind was evidently stagger- 
ed. Some have indeed supposed, 
that she intended to repel the 
insinuation of the tempter ; and 
give him to understand that, since 
God had so bountifully granted 
them all the trees of his garden, 
except one, it was not ta he 
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wondered at, that one should be 
interdicted. But is this, indeed, 
in the spirit of her reply? No, 
she does not appear to have had 
any intention firmly to maintain 
her belicf in the prohibition of 
the tree; and on the ground of 
that belief, to vindicate the good- 
ness of God. Her reply, on the 
contrary, evidently indicates a 
state of hesitation and doubt. 
Her language was to this effect : 
“I admit the justness of what 
you have suggested, respecting 
the goodness of Ged, and his in. 
finite kindness and love to my 
husband and me. No doubt he 
is infinitely good, and as a proof 
of his goodness, he allows us 
freely to eat of all the trees of 
the garden, this single tree only 
excepted. But with respect to 
this tree, he has said, at least we 
have so understood him, that we 
must not eat of it, Lest we die ; 
lest, owing, perhaps, to some 
poisonous or noxious quality in 
the fruit, it prove fatal to our 
happiness and our life.’ Is not 
this evidently the language of a 
staggered and wavering mind ? 
God had said, and it was the 
awful language of authoritative 
threatening, In the day that thou 
eatest thereof, dying thou shalt 
die. But to this tremendous 
threatening, our deceived mother 
gave a softening turn, by which 
its whole force was destroyed. 
She seems to have admitted, what 
Satan had insinuated, that it was 
not to be supposed, that the in- 
finitely benevolent Creator had 
authoritatively interdicted the 
tree, and ¢hreatened them with 
punishment if they should eat of 
its fruit; but yet to have sup- 
posed, that he might kindly have 
cautioned them against eating of 
the fruit, which, possibly, on 
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account of its noxious quality, 
might prove to them injurious 
and fatal. 

And the serpent said unto the 
woman, ye shall not surely dic ; 
for God doth know that in th 
day ye eat thereof, then you 
eyes shall be opened, and ye 
shall be as gods, knowing good 
Srom evil. 

Perceiving the advantage he 
had gained, perceiving the hesi. 
tancy and doubt into which Eve 
was thrown, the artful tempter 
took encouragement to proceed. 
As Eve, though apparently per- 
suaded to believe that she had 
misunderstood the divine prohi. 
bition, was nevertheless appre- 
hensive, that the fruit of the tree 
might prove fatal ; Satan had the 
address to wink the prohibition, 
and the threatening — entirely 
out of sight, and was only con. 
cerned to satisfy her mind re. 
specting the quality of the fruit. 
Ile assured her, that so far from 
being of a poisonous or noxiou 
quality, the fruit was of a na. 
ture the most salutary and be. 
nign. * Ye shall not,’ said he, 
‘ye shall not surely die. Your 
apprehensions, on this score, are 
entirely groundless. From eat. 
ing this fruit you have nothing 
to fear. It is not poisonous, | 
can assure you; it is in no fe. 
spect hurtful. On the contrary, 
it is not only most delicious, but 
most salutary. God doth know, 
that in the day ye cat thereof, 
then your eyes shall be opened, 
and ye shall be as gods knowing 
good and evil. Not that I would 
contradict God; not that 
would insinuate any thing to the 
disparagement of his sacred ve- 
racity. Far beitfromme. No; 
but you have been altogether 
a mistake; you have received @ 
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wrong impression ; and your ap- 
prehensions, respecting this tree 
have been totally unfounded. To 
convince you of this, [ dare sol- 
emnly appeal to God himself, 
to God, whose authority and 
character, we both sacredly re- 
vere, in confirmation of what I 
say. Yes, God himself doth 
know, that, so far from dying, 
so far from suffering any ill ef- 
fect from eating of this fruit, as 
surely as you eat of it, you will 
experience from it the highest 
benefit. Your eyes shall be 
opened, and ye shall be as gods 
in knowledge and in bliss.’ 

What art; what consummate 
address; what subtilty is here 
displayed! Having thrown Eve’s 
mind into a state of hesitancy 
and doubt respecting the divine 
command, Satan hurries her 
away, by surprise, to a tempting 
view of the great advantages to 
result from eating of the fruit ; 
addresses himself to her passions, 
to her hitherto innocent propen- 
sities for knowledge, and digni- 
iy, and happiness ; sets her im- 
agination on flight, and fires her 
mind with inordinate and unhal- 
lowed desires. Ail this he does 
in solemn appeal to God; call. 
ing on God to witness the truth 
of his declarations ; and alleging 
his goodness, his infinite benevo- 
‘ence, in favor of her gratifying 
all the desires of her heart. 

And when the woman saw that 
the tree was good for food ; and 
that it was pleasant to the eyes, 
ind a tree to be desired to make 
one wise, she took of the fruit 
‘hereof and did eat, and gave 
also to her husband with her, 
and he did eat. 

Unwisely giving heed to the 
artful tempter, listening to his 
“‘mooth, seductive voice, till her 


faith in the divine word was 
shaken, till her mind was thrown 
into astate of fluctuation, ti}j 
her passions were inilamed, till 
her imagination was on flight ; 
our deceived first mother lost at 
once all sight of God, cast off 
all fear of his awful threatening, 
and thinking of nothing but 
pleasure and exaltation, in evil 
hour she put forth her hand, and 
fouched and afe the forbidden 
fruit. 

A propensity for knowledge 
and for dignity, as well as a pro. 
pensity for pleasant fruit, was 
doubtless inherent in the first 
human pair, even in their state of 
primeval perfection. ‘These na- 
tural propensities, while preserv- 
ed in due subordination to that 
holy love, which reigned in their 
hearts, were perfectly innocent. 
But no reason appears why these, 
as well as other natural propen-. 
sities, were not susceptible of 
being so strongly excited as to 
gain an undue ascendency. That 
they were in fact susceptible of 
such excitement, we have clear 
and melancholy proof. From 
the sacred narration now before 
us, it appears that by the artful 
management of the tempter, the 
propensities now mentioned were 
so strongly excited in the mind 
of Eve, as to become, for that 
fatal moment completely pre. 
dominant ; and under their in- 
fluence it was, that, regardless 
of God and his high authority, 
she yielded to the temptation, 
and ate of the interdicted fruit, 

The apostacy, however, was 
not yet complete. Adam, to 
whom in person the command 
was given, and with whom, even 
before Eve was created, the cov- 
enant was made, had not as yet 
transgressed ; nor does it appear 
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that the serpent had any thing 
to do directly in the seduction 
of Adam. Having succeeded 
with Eve, he appears to have left 
it with her to draw her husband 
into a participation of the fatal 
transgression. She gave of the 
fruit unto her husband with her 
and he did eat. What particu. 
lar means she used to prevail on 
him to partake of the fruit, we 
are not informed. We have rea. 
son, however, to conclude, that 
Adam was not carried away with 
delusion in the same sense that 
Eve was; for, says the apostle 
to Timothy, Adam was not ne- 
ceIveD, but the woman being 
DECEIVED, was in the trans. 
gresston. What then could in- 
duce Adam to partake of the 
fruit? Was it the earnest and 
tender persuasion of his wife? 
Was his love for her, so strong 
that he could not leave her to 
suffer thé dreadful consequences 
of transgression alone? Was it 
presumption, because he did not 
perceive death to be immediately 
inflicted on her? Or was it des- 
pair, as if all were lost. Alas! 
under whatever inducement, or 
infatuation he might act, the 
melancholy fact is but too cer- 
tain. She gave, also, to her 
husband with her and he did eat. 
- Earth felt the shock, 

And from her centre, sighing thro’ all her 

works, 

Gave signs of wo, that all was lost. 

Thus did lust, when it had 
conceived, bring forth sin; and 
sin when it was finished brought 
forth death. Thus fell the first 
parents of our race; and by 
their fatal apostacy, involved 
Aheir whole posterity in ruin, in 
guilt, and in wo! 

The view which we have taken 
of this melancholy history, na- 
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turally suggests some useful de. 
ductions and reflections. 

1. It is obvious to remark 
that throughout the whole of his 
insidious temptation, Satan ap. 
peared to be the friend of our 
deceived parents. He had noth. 
ing, professedly, so much in 
view, as their good. He loved 
them so well, he could not be 
willing to have them abridged of 
any privilege; he could not be 
willing that, by ignorant scru. 
ples and groundless apprehen. 
sions, they should lose the en. 
joyment of any happiness: he 
could not be willing that the; 
should unwisely debar themselves 
from the tree, the fruit of which 
would raise them to the loftiest 
eminence of dignity and_Diliss, 
Such were his fair pretensions, 
and under cover of these he ef. 
fected his diabolical purpose. 

2. Satan, it appears, is a most 
subtile and sagacious adversary. 
He certainly discovered great 
subtilty and sagacity in every 
part of his first temptation. Not 
to mention his fixing upon the 
woman, instead of the man, a 
his immediate object ; upon the 
woman, who was naturally more 
susceptible of impression, and 
who probably did not hear the 
divine command from God hin. 
self, but from her husband; he 
certainly discovered great sagaci- 
ty in the means, which he en- 
ployed to gain access to her, 
and to engage her attention. 
And no less sagacity did he dis- 
cover in the manner of his pro- 
cedure, from step to step, till 
his infernal purpose was accom- 
plished. 

To draw into question the di- 
vine prohibition, with one whe 
had the most perfect love and 
fear of God, and yet neithe! 
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shock her feelings, nor awaken 
her suspicions ; tu prevail on her 
to doubt, and even discredit, 
what she had before so firmly 
believed, and considered as a 
matter of the most awful solem- 
nity ; and to gain her consent 
to a proposal, involving the 
transgression of a command, 
which she had been accustomed 
most sacredly to revere, a rebel- 
lion against the God, whom with 
her whole heart she had ever 
adored, and an exposure to that 
penalty which had impressed her 
mind with the profoundest dread ; 
to effect all this, must certainly 
have required no common saga. 
city. 

But if such were the sagacity 
and subtilty of Satan, at the ear. 
ly period of the first temptation, 
what must we think of him now? 
For nearly six thousand years 
he has been increasing in knowl. 
edge and improving his skill in 
the fatal arts of temptation. And 
if he was able six thousand years 
ago to circumvent the first pa 
rents of our race in their state 
of primeval perfection, and to 
draw them away from their alle- 
giance to God into guilt and 
ruin ; were he permitted to range 
at large, and unrestrainedly to 
employ his whole diabolical skill, 
what, alas! might he not effect 
with their depraved posterity ! 

Let me not be understood to 
palliate the crime of our first 
parents’ transgression; nor of 
any of the transgressions of their 
depraved descendants. No; 
notwithstanding the temptation, 
with which they were assailed, 
they acted with perfect freedom ; 
and from the circumstances of 
their situation, when duly con- 
sidered, every mind must be con- 
vinced, that no reasonable ex. 
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cuse could be pleaded in their 
behalf. ‘Their descendants, also, 
notwithstanding their depravity, 
and all the temptations, with 
which they are beset, are per. 
fectly free in all their moral con- 
duct ; and therefore can have no 
reasonable excuse for any of their 
sins. Still, it is of high import- 
ance, that we be apprized of the 
subtilty of our adversary the 
Devil, who, as a roaring lion, 
constantly goeth about, seeking 
whom he may devour. 

3. [tis reasonable to conclude 
that Satan will employ every 
exertion in his power utterly to 
destroy the children of men. 

Under the covenant of works, 
man had a season of trial, during 
which he was exposed to the 
wiles of the tempter. Under the 
dispensation of grace, men have 
also aterm of probation. The 
first trial was, whether man in 
perfection would hold fast his 
integrity ; the present trial is, 
whether men in their fallen state 
will repent and return to God. 
The alternative at first was, If 
you eat not of the forbidden tree, 
you shall live; butif you eat of 
it, dying you shall die: at present 
it is, If you will repent and be- 
lieve on the Sen of God, you 
shali have everlasting life; but 
if not, you shall never see life, 
but the wrath of God will eter. 
nally abide on you. Adam, 
during his first probation, could 


forfeit a life which he then had; © 


and his fallen children, during 
their probation, may fail of ob- 
taining a life which is graciously 
olfered them. It is evident, there. 
fore, that if there was room for 
Satan to employ his malicious 
subtilty to the ruin of Adam in 
his primeval state ; there is not 
Jess room for him to employ it 
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to the final destruction of unbe- 
lievers in their present situation. 

4. Wemay learn something of 
the manner, in which Satan may 
be expected to proceed with man. 
kind, with a view to their final 
destruction. ’ 

When he tempted the mother 
of our race, Satan did not declare 
his true character and design, 
but assumed a disguise, and made 
use of the instrumentality of a 
creature the least likely to a- 
waken her suspicion. Similar 
to this, it is reasonable to con. 
clude, will be his manner, gen. 
erally, in his various tempta- 
tions. At the time of his first 
temptation, there were none of 
the human race, whom he could 
employ as his instrument or or- 
gan; but now alas! there are 
many ; and as after he had ef- 
fected his purpose with Eve, he 
employed her totempt Adam, so 
it should now be expected, that 
he will employ one to tempt 
another, and some to tempt ma- 
ny. Of this we are also partic. 
ularly premonished. ‘The false 
prophets of the Old Testament, 
and the false teachers of the New, 
are expressly represented as the 
instruments, the prophets, and 
ministers of Satan. And how 
often, alas! does this subtile and 
eruel adversary employ not only 
false teachers to deceive many ; 
but a friend to deceive a friend, 
a brother to deceive a brother, a 
husband to deceive his wife, and 
the wife her husband, a father to 
deceive his children, the aged to 
deceive the young, and the young 
to deceive one another. Have 
we not the most affecting reason 
to believe, that besides his sug- 
gestions immediately to the minds 
of those, whom he seeks to de- 
stroy, it is with the infernal 
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tempter a very common practice 
to make use of men of various 
descriptions, and in the various 
conditions of life, to tempt and 
destroy their fellow men ! 

It is observable, moreover, 
that in his first temptation, the 
old serpent found means to draw 
into qnestion the plain word of 
God; and was studious to ad. 
dress himself to the passions, and 
to those propensities of the heart, 
which were the most easily sus. 
ceptible of excitement. A prac. 
tice like this he may also be ex- 
pected to continue. But too 
well aware, that, as long as the 
declarations of God’s word are 
believed to be true, and are al. 
lowed to be present to the mind, 
his insidious suggestions will be 
likely to have but little effect ; 
to unsettle the minds of men with 
respect to divine truth, or by 
some means to divert their atten. 
tion from it, will ever be with him 
a primary aim. 

Yea, hath God said, ye shall 
not give indulgence to appetite 
and sense ; ye shall not give loose 
to the desires of your hearts and 
devote yourselves to the pleas. 
ures of the world: How can this 
be? Is not Goda being of infi- 
nite benevolence? Does he not 
delight in the happiness of his 
creatures ? Has he not given 
you various appetites, and pro- 
pensities, and surrounded you 
with the objects of their grati- 
fication, on purpose that you 
might have enjoyment? How, 
then, can it be supposed, that 
he would restrain you from in- 
dulgence? Yea, hath God said, 
that if you rejoice in your youth, 
and let your hearts cheer you in 
the days of your youth, and walk 
in the ways of your heart, and 
in the sight of your eyes, he will 
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for all these things, bring you 
into judgment. How is this 
possible ? Is not the season of 
youth the proper season of plea- 
sure? Is it not for the benefit 
of your health and spirits, as 
well as for your happiness, to 
give free indulgence to youthful 
propensities ? Can you, then, 
believe that a God of infinite 
kindness would restrain your 
pleasures ?—Yea, hath God said, 
that, Except ye be born again, 
ye cannot see the kingdom of 
heaven ; that, except ye deny 
yourselves, take up the cross, 
and follow Christ, ye cannot be 
his disciples ; that, whether ye 
eat or drink, or whatever you 
do, you must do all with a view 


’ to his glory ? How can these 


things be? Of what profit to 
God are any of your self-denials 
or services ? If you be kind and 
charitable one to another, and 
endeavor to render yourselves 
and others as comfortable and 
happy as you can, is it not all 
that is required of you ?—Yea, 
hath God said, The wicked shall 
be turned into hell, shall go 
away into everlasting punish- 
ment, shall be destroyed without 
remedy, and never see life? Has 
God saidso? Are these the de- 
clarations of a being of infinite 
benevolence and mercy ? How 
is it possible ? Has not God so 
loved the world, as to give his 
only begotten Son to die for its 
redemption ? And will he, after 
this, suffer any to perish? Will 
the God of merey punish any of 
his poor, frail creatures forever? 
What a disparagement of his in- 
finite goodness to suppose it.— 
Beware, ye thoughtless, unsta. 
ble, and credulous! Beware, es- 
pecially, dear exposed youth ! 
AJl this is the smooth, seductive 


language of the old deceiver ; 
of him who was a liar and 2 mur. 
derer from the beginning! It is 
precisely in the same spirit, and 
of the same tenor, with the lan. 
guage, which he held to the 
mother of our race, and the fatal 
consequences of which are felt 
to this day, and will be felt to 
all eternity ! 

When the tempter had pre. 
vailed to unsettle the mind of 
Eve, with respect to the divine 
word, he immediately addressed 
himself to hey passions, and re- 
presented the great adyantages to 
accrue from a compliance with 
his proposal. ‘This artifice also, 
he will still continue to practise. 
He will represent to you, how 
much wiser, and how much hap. 
pier you would be, would you 
but hearken to him. Would 
you but adopt these liberal sen- 
timents, these rational views and 
constructions of God’s word, cast 
away your precise and rigid no- 
tions, and indulge yourselves 
freely in those innocent plea. 
sures to which the bounty and 
goodness of your Creator invite 
you ; how vastly it would con. 
tribute to your happiness, to 
your reputation, and even to 
your usefulness in the world. 

Such, it is thought, is but a 
just specimen of the manner in 
which Satan should be expected 
to proceed in his attempts to 
complete your eternal ruin. 

5. How vastly important it 
is, that all should be on their 
guard against the temptations of 
the old and subtiie adversary. 

It is certainly important to be 
remembered by all, how that the 
serpent by his subtilty beguiled 
our primitive parents. T'hey 
were then innocent, and he bat 
little practised in the arts of se- 
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duction 5 but we their children 
are depraved, and the tempter 
has now, for thousands of years, 
been growing in knowledge, in 
craft, and malignity. Who then 
should reckon with such confi- 
dence on being able to withstand 
him, as to disdain all warning 
and caution against his insidious 
and malignant wiles ? Is not his 
influence over our fallen race so 
extensive and dominant, that he 
has been divinely denominated 
the prince, and the god, of this 
world? Does he not circumvent, 
and bind fast in his chains, mul- 
titudes, who rely with the great. 
est assurance on their own wis- 
dom, and virtue, and firmness ? 
And while they promise them- 
selves liberty, are they not, in 
fact, the servants of corruption, 
and fatally bound over to per- 
dition ? 

Eve’s first mistake appears to 
have consisted in attempting to 
answer the tempter’s ensnaring 
questions. She ought not to 
have listened for amoment. But 
she consented to a parley, and, 
ere she was aware, she was ruin. 
ed. Be warned, then, ye chil- 
dren of deceived parents ; and 
suffer not the deceiver a second 
time to undo you. Confide not 
in your own strength, but com. 
mit yourselves to liim, who was 
early promised to bruise the ser- 
pent’s head. S¥YLVANUS. 

Ee 
QUESTIONS UPON A CASE OF 
DISCIPLINE. 
MESSRS. EDITORS, 

AGREEABLY to the law of 
Christ, Hymeneus, a member of 
the church at Ephesus, was re- 
gularly excommunicated for what 
was deemed a grievous and scan. 


Questions on a Case of Discipline. 


| Now. 


dalous offence. Afterwards, 
without being restored to the 
Ephesian church, and without 
any evidence of repentanee, the 
same Hymeneus was received to 
the communion of the church at 
Sardis. ‘To his being thus re. 
ceived, EKubulus, a worthy mem. 
ber of the church at Sardis, was 
conscientiously opposed ; and 
after stating to his brethren the 
reasons of his dissent, represent. 
ing to them that he could not in 
conscience commune with Hy- 
meneus, and using all proper 
means to convince them of the 
impropriety of their receiving, 
as they had done, an excommuni- 
cated person, he withdrew from 
their communion. 

Was Eubulus justifiable in 
thus refusing to commune with 
the excommunicated Hymeneus, 
and the church which thus re- 
ceived him? Or was his with. 
drawment a disciplinable offence ? 
If solely on account of his with- 
drawment, in the manner and for 
the reason specified, he had been 
excommunicated from the church 
at Sardis ; could he, on appli- 
cation, and giving good evidence 
of achristian temper and charac. 
ter, have been regularly receiv- 
ed to the communion of any 
other church ? 

These questions are respect. 
fully submitted, and an answer 
to them is earnestly desired. 

A. C. 


et 4 ene 


ERRATA. 


In the last number of the Panoplist, 
p- 216, 1.17, from bottom, for ingenuous 
read ingenious. 
p. 228, 1. 9, from bottom, for willingly r. 
wittingly. 


y 
p. 230, L. 17, from top for early r. clearly. 
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SELECTIONS. 


ee 


"We copy from The Christian Observer 

~ the following /tesolutions, and recom- 
mend it to our Readers to keep them 
in their places of retirement for secret 
worship, and to read them statedly 
once in a week. We doubt not they 
would * contribute to make them feel 
their own unworthiness, and their need 
of an Advocate with the Father ;” and 
probably may suggest some useful hints 
tor self-examination. Ep1rors. } 


RESOLUTIONS. 

I witx regard the favor and 
everlasting enjoyment of God, as 
the end of all my plans; and 
study to make the consideration 
of them influence, as much as 
possible, the minutest acticns of 
my life. 

{ will regard the obedience, 
sacrifice, mediation, and inter- 
cession of Christ, as the only 
procuring cause of all those 
spiritual blessings which conduce 
to that end, as the pardon of 
sin, peace with God, and the 
sanctifying influences of his Spi- 
rit. 

I will continually keep in mind 
my obligation to walk in Christ’s 
steps, and to be holy as he is 
holy : as one, which if I do not 
fulfil, I shall in vain hops to en- 
ter heaven ; and I will ever pray 
for the Spirit of God, in the be- 
lief, that through his operation 
alone, can this holy frame be 
produced. 

{ will cultivate an habitual 
sense of God’s presence, and of 
my accountableness to him ; of 
the shortness of time, and of my 
obligation to improve it. 

{ will study for the future to 
appear well, not so much in the 
‘ight of man, as in that of God ; 
and to that end, will be particu. 


larly watchful against the love 
of human praise or distinction, 
and fear of shame ; desisting 
from my purpose when I feel 
these to be my only motives, and 
endeavouring by prayer to over- 
come them when I perceive them 
to mix with such as are more 
pure. 

I will consider love to God 
and zeal for his glory as my 
highest duties, and study to im. 
prove daily in these divine affec. 
tions ; and 1 will judge of my 
progress in them, not by tran. 
sient fervors of the mind, but 
by my habitual tempers, by my 
punctual performance of the self- 
denying duties of christianity, by 
my cheerful acquiescence in all 
God’s dispensations, and by the 
love, the humility, and the meek. 
ness which I am enabled to exer- 
cise to those around me. 

I will study to live a life of de- 
pendance on Christ, and of faith 
in his word ; making it the sole 
and exclusive measure of my be- 
lief and practice. 

I will particularly study to re- 
strain all wanderings of the mind 
in the public and private exer- 
cises of God’s worship ; to ban. 
ish, as much as | can, vain and 
worldly conversation, and yain 
and worldly thoughts from my 
mind and lips, on the Lord’s- 
day ; and to give all my house- 
hold the time requisite for hal- 
lowing it. 

I will guard against formality 
and vanity, especially in family 
worship ; and fit myself, by pre- 
vious reflection and prayer, for 
its due performance. 














270 


{ will be particularly guarded 
against the intrusion of impure 
thoughts. [ will turnaway my eyes 
from beholding what might lead 
to them, shut my ears against pol- 
Juting conversation, and restrain 
my tongue from every licentious 
word; and I will carefully avoid 
every circumstance which | know 
to lave formerly excited im- 
proper feelings, and forbid my 
thoughts to dwell for a moment 
on past scenes of sensual pleasure. 

I will watch against every ris- 
ing of covetous desire, and while 
1 carefully repress all tendency 
to improper expense, or the care- 
Jess profusion of any of God’s 
gifts, I will seck out proper ob- 
jects with whom to share those 
good things of which God has 
made me the steward, and of 
which he will require an account. 
1 will ask every night, whose 
distresses have I this day relieved? 

I will no longer put off to a 
future day, or leave the business 
of the present day or hour, but 
will apply myself to it, deny my- 
self tosloth and the love of ease, 
and exercise a constant and self. 
denying attention, to what is my 
proper work. 

I will keep truth inviolate in 
the smallest as well as in the 
greatest matters. 

I will in no case affect knowl- 
edge which I have not. 

i will read no book but with 
attention ; and I will read none 
which tend to inflame the mind, 
or to excite improper sentiments. 
I will be ready to communicate 
and also to receive knowledge ; 
and I will be open to conviction, 
ever receiving correction and re. 
proof meekly and thankfully, 
never questioning merely for the 
sake of dispute, nor ever retort. 
ing upon any reprover. 
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I will watch against all super. 
ciliousness in look or manner, all 
sourness of mind in dispute, al] 
impatience of contradiction jn 
my intercourse with all, whether 
common acquaintance orthe most 
intimate relative, as wife, broth. 
er, &c. ; and I will listen with 
patience and kindness to the 
arguments and reasonings of oth. 
ers, however impertinent they 
may appear at the moment. 

I will also watch against a self. 
ish exclusive attachment to my 
own comfort, and study to be 
equally solicitous for the comfort 
of others, and to repress every 
risiug of impatience at the trou. 
ble which this may occasion to 
me. 

I will endeavor to cultivate 
a temper of more benignity to. 
wards all; and I will attend 
more to the outward expression 
of love and kindness, never al. 
lowing passion to dictate what! 
may say, but studying to act by 
others as [ could reasonably wish 
to be dealt with. 

I will watch particularly 2 
gainst all hastiness of spirit to. 
wards inferiors, and especially 
those who need my help ; but 
will listen composedly to theit 
representations, and render them 
all the justice and all the kind- 
ness in my power, consistently 
with my other duties. 

{ will not only not use railing 
words to any, but I will guard 
against every circumstance if 
look and manner, which might 
tend unnecessarily to wound the 
feelings of others. 

I will not allow the ill conduct 
of others towards me to lesse® 
my kindness and good will to 
them. 

I will not reprove my servants 
in anger, but in love; and be 
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more anxious to remind them of 
their obligations to God than to 
inyself. 

‘[ willnot chide or correct my 
children in passion, nor use peev- 
ish language towards them ; and 
previous to correcting them, I 
will use prayer to God ; and I 
will not be turned aside by false 
pity, or by indolence, from duly 
correcting their faults, which [ 
willever remind them to be sins 
against God. 

{ will never use threatening 
language, but by way of preven. 
tion, and without any mixture of 
passion ; and I will study, not 
to allow my voice to be elevated 
above its ordinary tone, in talk- 
ing with any. 

i will guard against all excess 
in eating or drinking ; never al- 
lowing complaisance for any to 
nar for a moment the clear exer- 
cise of my reason, or discompose 
my quiet, by leading me beyond 
the bounds of strict modera- 
tion. 

I will, from this time forward, 
when not hindered by unavoida- 
ble circumstances, regularly de. 
vote at least one half hour in the 
morning, and one half hour in 
the evening, exclusively to those 
concerns Which lie between God 
and my soul, 

I will, every day, make the 
attainment of purity, humility, 
meekness, lowliness of heart, ac- 
tivity, watchfulness, calmness of 
mind, kindness of manner, sin- 
cerity, and spiritual-mindedness, 
being the graces in which I con- 
ceive myself more particularly 
lefective, the subject of special 
ind earnest supplication at the 

Chrone of Grace. 

{ will read every day in pri- 
rate a portion of scripture, with 
neditation and prayer. 
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I will be daily engaged in the 
work of intercession. 

{ will, at least, once every 
day, call to mind with due so. 
Jemnity, the innumerable in. 
stances of God’s providential 
goodness to me, recollecting with 
deep self-abasement what I was 
in....in..... and in...., and hum- 
bly adoring the infinite mercy of 
God, which has thus far caused 
me to differ. 

I will also call to mind every 
day my lamentable failures in du- 
ty, my many actions whereby 
God has been dishonoured and 
my soul injured, even since it 
has pleased him to convince me 
of my obligation to love and serve 
him; and I will improve the re- 
membrance as an incitement to 
greater watchfulness, circamspec- 
tion, and self-distrust. 

I will consider the study of 
my heart as one main business of 
my life; and [ will enter every 
evening, if possible, into a seri- 
ous review of the past day, and 
of the manner in which I have 
kept this engagement, and into a 
solemn consideration of the fit. 
ness of my soul for entering on 
the eternal world. 

I will anxiously study to re. 
form whatever I shall find amiss ; 
and of whatever defect in the per. 
formance of my duty I may be 
sensible, whatever corrupt pro- 
pensity I may discover, of what- 
ever sinful thoughts, words or 
actions, I may have been guilty, 
I will endeavour to improve as 
an incitement more deeply to re- 
pent of sin, more highly to value 
the love of my crucified Redeem- 
er, and more implicitly to rely 
on his atoning merits, for pardon 
and acceptance, and on the sanc. 


tifying grace of the Holy Spirit, - 


for victory over sin, and advance- 
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ment in purity and holiness of 
heart and life. 

May the spirit of all grace fill 
my heart with heavenly wisdom, 
and form me anew in my Savi- 
our’s image! May the bright 
example of Jesus Christ be ever 
before my eyes ; and may his les- 
sons be ever graven on my heart! 
Through his blood may my defil- 
edand guilty conscience be cleans- 
ed from all sin! May he reign in 
my heart, and ever continue the 
object of my ardent desire, of 
my undeviating reliance, of my 
cheerful homage, of my lively 
and active gratitude, and of my 
highest love! And may the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of everlasting 
compassion, the God of grace 
and peace, sanctify me wholly, 
and through the blood of the 
everlasting covenant make me 
perfect in every good work to 
do his will, that I may beenabled 
ever to render to the Father, Son, 
and Spirit, one God, the praise 
and glory of all I have, am, or 
hope for. Amen. 

Ch. Ob. 


a 
FRAGMENTS. 


‘¢ Tuere is nothing more pre- 
judicial to the feelings of a de- 
yout heart, than an habit of dis- 
puting on religious subjects. It 
givesthe mind a sceptical turn, 
and an aptness to call in ques. 
tion the most established truths. 
It is impossible to preserve a 
deep reverence for the Deity, 
when his attributes, and even his 
existence, are made the subjects 
of familiar debate. 

*¢ Fanciful allusions to scrip- 
ture expressions for the sake of 
displaying wit, and exciting a 
laugh, are highly crimjnal, as 
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they serve to bring the sacred 
Writings into contempt. 

*¢ Superstition originates fro; 
connecting objects naturally in. 
different, with those which are 
truly venerable and interesting, 
It is the fondness for these indi. 
ferent objects considered in the 
connexion.”’ 

—aa 


GRACE AND WORKS. 

I would thén abhor myself, 
deplore my frailty, blush at the 
remembrance of my. best duties, 
cast myself into the arms of divine 
mercy, and own all my felicity 
derivable from grace. I woul 
own, it is grace that elects; 
grace which calls; grace thai 
justifies ; grace that sanctifies; 
grace that accepts a sanctification 
always frail and imperfect: but 
at the same time, I would watch 
over myself, 1 would arouse my- 
self to duty, I would work ow 
my salvation with fear and trem. 
bling ; and while I acknowledge 
grace does all, and my works 
merit nothing, I would act as ii 
I might expect every thing froz 
my own efforts. Saurin. 

ae I 


* Religion is among the mot 
powerful causes of enthusiasm. 
When any thing concerning it 
becomes an object of much medi- 
tation, it cannot be indifferent 
to the mind. They who do no 
love religion hate it. The rebel 
to God, perfectly abhor the av- 
thor of their being. They hate 
him, ‘** with all their heart, with 
all their mind, with all thei 
soul, and with all their strength.” 
He never presents himself to thei! 
thoughts, but to menace and 2 
larm them.” | 

Burke in his Letters to a Member '; 


Parliament on the subject of Peace **’ 
France, 1796. 
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A MEDITATION. 


& Truly the light is sweet, anda a 
thing it is for the eyes to behold the sun.” 
Be still my soul, and stand 
amazed at the abounding mercy 
of that God, who has called thee 
out of darkness into his marvel- 
ous light. By nature I was blind 
to all that is lovely or of good 
report. [saw no beauty in the 
Saviour that I should desire him. 
My carnal mind was at enmity 
with the God of my life; I de- 
sired not the knowledge of his 
ways. Sin had so darkened my 
understanding, that religion ap- 
peared a needless thing ; yea it 
seemed irksome. But as the be- 
nighted traveller, who has jour- 
neyed long through the shades of 
night, with pleasure beholds the 
returning day ; so in afar nobler 
Sense, was my soul enamoured 
and delighted, when the Sun of 
Righteousness shone on my once 
benighted mind, dispelling the 
dark clouds of sin and ignorance, 
and restoring me to the favor and 
friendship of God. Now reli- 
gion isno longer a task but a 
delightful privilege. Wisdom’s 
ways are pleasant, and all her 
paths are peace. My bible no 
longer lies covered with dust, 
but I read it with sweet delight, 
beholding Jesus in every page. 
This isa light unto my feet, and 
a lamp untomy path. The Holy 


Cyclopedia. 975 


Spirit takes of the things of Christ 
and reveals them to me; and I 
find them sweet indeed, sweeter 
than honey, or the honeycomb. 
Reader art thou a friend of God; 
or art thou stiil going on in th 

sin and rebellion against the Au. 
thor of all thy mercy? If so, 
living and dying without repent- 
ance, far better thou hadst never 
been born; for if born but once, 
thou must die twice. Withouta 
new birth thou canst not enter 
the kingdom of heaven ; for hea. 
ven is a prepared place for a pre- 
pared people. But if thou art 
renewed by divine grace, and art 
walking in the light of God’s 
countenance, thy light is sweet 
indeed. To thee it is pleasant to 
behold that glorious natural lu- 
minary ; because in the light there. 
of thou seest the variegated beau- 
ties that surrounds thee, each 
proclaiming its Almighty Former, 
and each affording matter for 
meditation and praise. But when 
the Sun of Righteousness shines 
into thy soul, it gives thee plea- 
sure beyond the conceptions of 
the men of the world. Then thou 
hast joy and peace in believing. 
Jesus is precious unto thee; his 
name is as ointment poured forth. 
He is thy choicest flower; the 
rose of Sharon ; the fairest lilly 
of the vale; the chief among ten 
thousand, and altogether lovely. 
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DR. REES’ CYCLOPEDIA, VOL. III. 
PART Il. 
Continued from page 217. 


Unper the word AuceEr, we 
find a full account of the in- 
vention of that valuable imple- 

Vor. I. New Series. 


ment, the Screw Auger, by the 
late William Henry, Esq. of 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania. The 
account is given by John Joseph 
Henry, Esq. theinventer’s son. 
The article Avrora Borga- 
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its is enlarged by a judicious in- 
sertion of thereasoning by which 
Dr. Franklin supports his hy- 
pothesis, that the northern lights 
are occasioned by the operations 
of electricity. 

Austeruitz is enlarged with 
some account of the memorable 
battle of Dec. 2nd, 1805, at that 
place. Weare sorry the account 
is not more full and accurate, as 
it seems to be little more than a 
careless transcript from French 
bulletins, 

Under the word Axiom, the 
American editors, have inserted 
the following observations,among 
many others ; viz. 

** It is likewise well known, that all the 
ancient philosophers admitted as an axiom 
the maxim ex nihilo nihil fit, without con- 
sidering that this necessarily led to the 
eternity, and consequently independence, 
of matter, which modern philosophy 
teaches us to consider as absurd.” 

We would suggest whether the 
meaning of the maxim ex nihilo 
nihil fit is not, that if any thing 
is made it must be made out of 
something previously existing, or 
must proceed from God ; or, in 
other words, that no thing can 
create itself. 

The paragraph inserted closes 
with a very good definition of an 
axiom. 

“‘ The true eriterion of an axiom seems 
to be,” says the writer, “in the first place, 
the manifest absurdity of denying it, or 
maintaining its opposite ; and in the sec- 
ond place, the impossibility of proving it 
by any thing more evident than itself.” 

The Banama Isianps areen. 
riched with a minute description 
of their products, reefs, situa- 
tion, and trade. 

Under Bauts of Fire, the hy. 
pothesis that these strange bodies 
descend from the moon, is stated, 
and attempted to be supported. 

The city of Battimore has 
received considerable additions, 


Dr. Rees? Cyclopedia. 
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and is ranked as the third com. 
mercial city in the United States, 

Under the account of Arch. 
bishop BANcRorrt, some traits of 
his character are stated, which 
tend to mitigate, in some degree, 
the severity with which he ig 
treated in the English edition. 

The article Bank has received 
some additions with respect to 
the great banking institutions in 
Kurope, and an account of thir. 
ty-four banks in the U. States, 
ihe united capital of which is 
$26,707,000. Of these banks 
seventeen are in New England, 
with a capital of $3,360,000. 
On examination we find the unit- 
ed capital of these banks to be 
{1,635,000 more than is here 
stated ; and that there are in 
New England thirty-eight banks 
not mentioned in this account, 
with a capital of $7,767,000. 
We may add, therefore, as addi- 
tional bank capital in New Eng. 
Jand $9,402,000, which with 
$26,707,000, makes $36,109,- 
OOO. If additions have been 
made proportionably, to the 
banking capital of the southern 
States, within a few years past, 
this species of property consid. 
erably exceeds $40,000,000 in 
the American union, 

Under Barca mention is made 
by the American Editors, of the 
march through that country, and 
the attack upon Derne by our 
countrymen and their followers, 
in April, 1805, under the com- 
mand of Gen. Eaton. 

No other articles in this num- 
ber, demand attention in such 3 
review as is embraced in our 
plan. The additional matter oc- 
cupies nearly thirty pages intro- 
duced under seventy articles, five 
of which are new. 


( To be continued.) 
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REVIEW OF REVIETVS. 


To the Editors of the Panoplist. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I HAVE read in your number for 
September, a review of the additional 
hymns, lately printed for the use of 
the society in Brattle Street. That 
any unfavorable impressions, which 
your remarks have produced, may be 
effaced, I beg leave for the informa- 
tion of the readers of the Panoplist, 
to mention once for all a few facts, 
which it is to be hoped, neither you 
nor the reviewer knew, or did not 
recollect. 

1. These hymns collected at the 
request, and regularly submitted to 
the acceptance of the society, were by 
them received unanimously. For 
their use only were they printed, and 
therefore have never been advertis- 
ed, or properly published. This cir- 
cumstance is a sufficient answer to 
the enquiries, introduced in the first 
part of your review. The number of 
the impression is barely sufficient to 
supply the parish; if your reviewer 
has obtained one, it was by accident 
orby courtesy. Ifthe work is in any 
way amenable to your tribunal, it is 
because you have invested yourselves 
with an authority, which may be call- 
ed the domestic police of literature 
and religion; or because you derive 
from the apostle a care of aii the 
churches, extending even to the in- 
ternal regulation of their worship. 
But the church in Brattle Street, I 
believe, is not yet ready to submit to 
the assumption, nor to discern the 
right. 

2. These hymns, as the very title 
intimates, are supplementary to a for- 
mer collection, which has also been 
at different times enlarged ; and, 
perhaps, if the reviewer had taken 
the trouble to read the former hymns, 
and to recollect that these are intro- 
duced to supply the deficiencies of 
those, many of his suspicions, com- 
plaints, and censures might have 
been spared, and he would have found 
his ‘¢ capital doctrines” remaining un- 
touched in their proper places. The 
pastor of a society may, perhaps, af- 


ter all be a better judge, than the re- 
viewer, of the deficiencies necessary 
to be supplied by a supplementary 
collection ; and any one, acquainted 
with the defects of Tate and Brady, 
and of our former hymns, both in va- 
riety and appropriate subjects, will 
easily believe that the present sup- 
plement, however imperfect in your 
opinion, it may be, might have been 
collected without partiality, without 
fear, without reproach, and, perhaps 
too, even with a serious and simple 
regard to the purity and harmony of 
christian worship. 

3. The alterations in the hymns, 
(except two or three, not one ot 
which has happened to fall under 
your displeasure) are aL taken from 
other collections of established repu- 
tation, long since published in Eng- 
land and America. Dr. Kippis, the 
friend, pupil, and biographer of Dr. 
Doddridge, has furnished most of 
them. The reviewer ought to know, 
that where a miscellaneous selection 
is made from various sources, there 
is no obligation to preserve the orig- 
inal words of an author, as there Is 
where you are giving an edition of his 
works. Even if this right were ever 
doubted, it can be no longer, when 
we have had the authority of the most 
respectable names, and the tacit con- 
sentof innumerable christianchurches 
for such alterations. Dr. Watts him- 
selfhas said, in the preface to his own 
hymns, that *‘ what is provided for 
public singing should give sincere 
consciences as little disturbance as 
possible ;” and he adds, with a gene- 
rosity truly christian, that ‘* where 
any unpleasing word is found in his 
hymns, he that leads the worship 
may substitute a better, for blessed 
be God” says he, ** we are not confin- 
ed tothe words of any man in our pub- 
lic solemnities.” 

The society in Brattle Street, is I 
presume, less solicitous to know, 
whether they are singing the very 
words or sentiments of Watts and 
Doddridge, than whether they can 
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join with seriousness and pleasure in 
this part of worship; and they are 
not a little curious to learn, why, at 
the present moment, the indignation 
of the reviewer should have burst all 
at once on this little collection, when 
so many churches of Christ in New- 
England have been singing peaceably, 
for more than ten years, the altera- 
tions admitted by Dr. Belknap. 

The observations on Pope’s Uni- 
versal Prayer, and on the names of 
Roscoe and Darwin, discover a preju- 
dice, which is truly to be pitied, and 
at the same time, so irreconcileable 
with any enlightened spirit of chris- 
tianity, as happily to counteract the 
tendency of the remarks. What no- 
tions must those men entertain of the 
nature of praise, who not only look 
for a system of divinity in a supple- 
mentary collection of hymns, but 
who think it a serious objection to 
some devotional poetry on the divine 
perfections, that a deist might unite 
in the use of it?) Why do they not 
rather rejoice, that the truths of nat- 
ural religion are so clear, as to have 


convinced the mind, and even to have. 


called forth the powers and the 
praises of men suspected of incredu- 
lity? Or, how can such christians 
continue to sing in their churches, 
with any consistency, some of the 
finest hymns of David, in which a 
derst would perhaps find as little of 
what is peculiar to christianity, as in 
the hymns of Pope and Darwin. 

It is not my duty, gentlemen, to 
arraign your motives, as it was to cor- 
rect your insinuations ; but I should 
be glad to feel more at a loss than I 
am, to imagine your true reasons for 
exciting a prejudice against a book, 
which you acknowledge contains 
nothing false ; which you énew to be 
only a second part ; and which you 
had no rigAt to insinuate was not the 
unanimous choice ofthe society. But 
even if the facts were otherwise, 
when, till these days of scrutiny, was 
it ever heard of in New England, that 
a society was called to account by 
an unauthorized revie wer for an addi- 
tion to its hymn book ? or expected 
to consult with any other church upon 
the subject, especially in a town like 
this, where the hymn books are al- 
most as various as the congrega- 
tions? Surely you could not indulge a 
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secret hope, that, when you were 
suffering those murmurs, inuendos, 
and shrewd hints of heresy to escape, 
you should disturb the happiness and 
harmony of a christian church ? 

It is to be hoped, gentlemen, that 
when you again favor the public 
with remarks upon a book of hymns, 
that you will first consider whether 
it belongs to the public, or to an indi- 
vidual society ; whether it professes 
to be a complete collection, or only a 
supplement to another ; and especial- 
ly, if you should make another exper- 
iment upon the church in Brattle 
Street, that you will remember, that 
it was originally founded upon the 
purest principles of christian free- 
dom; that it is bound by no human 
platform of doctrine or of discipline ; 
and that it recognizes no other “‘union 
of churches,” than the voluntary and 
uncontrolled fellowship of those 
christians, whether societies or indi- 
viduals, who chuse to unite with them 
in worship, or in ordinances, or in 
acts of christian friendship. If all 
the facts now stated had been known 
or recollected, the pages of the Pan- 
oplist might have been spared for 
matter, more generally interesting 
to the public, and to that cause in 
which you have engaged ; and this 
communication would not have been 
required from one of the committee, 
chosen to collect these hymns for the 
use of the society in 

BraTTLeE STREET. 

Boston, Oct. 6, 1808. 


EE 
REMARKS ON THE COMMUNICATION 
FROM BRATTLE STREET. 

Wirtn the reservation expressly 
made in our last number, we publish 
the preceding communication. For 
if every author, whose book is re- 
vie wed in our pages, were permitted 
to make replies and rejoinders, to as 
great a length as he might wish, the 
principal design of our publication 
would be frustrated. 

We have extended our remarks on 
this, and on a former communication 
of the same kind, not because we 
considered these communications of 
sufficient importance to demand so 
much of our attention ; but because 
we were willing to avail ourselves of 
the opportunity they afforded us, of 
giving our sentiments more fully on 
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subjects interesting to the public,and 
intimately connected with the great 
cause, which we profess to main- 
tain. ‘ 

But though we do not intend, that 
our conduct in this case shall be 
drawn into a precedent, we shall not 
refuse in any case, where a publica- 
tion has been materially misrepre- 
sented, or abused, to admit a candid 
correction of errors. It is not be- 
cause we think the committee, who 
compiled Brattle Street Hymns, have 
a right onthe ground of injury, to 
claim a place in our pages, that we 
admit their communication. But 
since one of them, it appears, thinks 
the Collection has been abused, we 
are willing to have the matter fairly 
laid before the public. 

The author of the ‘* Communica- 
tion” has arranged his complaints 
under three heads. We shall re- 
mark upon them, in the order which 
he has chosen. 

The ** Communication” has stated 
one fact, of which we were not fully 
aware ; “that the Collection was 


never properly published, and that if 


we obtained a copy, it was by acci- 
dent, or courtesy.’ We can only say, 
in reply to this, that we went into a 
book-store, in Boston, and found the 
book in question, lying, like other 
books, exposed to sale ; that we 
asked the bookseller the price, and 
he told us; that we took the book 
and paid for it, just as we do other 
books ; that no questions were ask- 
ed on either side, nor any thing said, 
why we might not have taken a hun- 
dred as wellas one; and that others, 
not belonging to Brattle Street So- 
ciety, were likewise present at the 
same time, and purchased in the 
same manner. 

Thus much for the manner, in 
which we obtained a copy. We are 
satisfied in our consciences, that we 
came honestly by it, and paid the 
full worth of it. 

The inference, which is drawn in 
the ** Communication,” from the fact 
of its limited publication, is, that it 
‘shot ** amenable to our tribunal ;” 
and that if it is, it is only because we 
dre ‘self invested with an authority, 
Which may be called the domestic 
Police of literature and religion,” or 
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‘derive from the apostle, a care of 
all the churches.” 

We have never yet perused an 
statutes of limitation, which definitely 
mete out che bounds of reviewers, 
and say, thus far shall ye come and 
no farther. If the committee are in 
possession of them, it is a privilege 
which we have not enjoyed. Until 
we find a copy of such laws, sanc- 
tioned by the literary and religious 
public, we shall not hold ourselves 
bound to refrain from telling our 
readers, what we think of books ex- 
posed, so far as we could judge, to 
indiscriminate sale, in one of the 
public book-stores, in a great town, 
whenever we think justice and pro- 
priety will warrant us in doing it. 

Another ground of objection to our 
review is, that ** we are a domestic 
police.” This is the first time that 
we remember to have seen it alleged 
against a review, that it was nota 


foreignone. Perhaps it would please 


better, if the collection might have 
been reviewed in a foreign country. 
We do not think it necessary to take 
up the time of our readers in ans wer- 
ing such an objection. We cannot 
suppose, any validity will be attach- 
ed to it. Another objection to our 
review is, that we are ‘self ap- 
pointed reviewers.” This objec- 
tion is as novel, as the other. For 
our part, we know not in what 
portion of the world, reviewers 
have been appointed, by the suf- 
frages of the literary public! Nor 
have we yet seen it satisfactorily 
proved, that all reviews, which are 
not published by this chosen body, are 
assuming, improper, and unworthy 
of notice ! 

When this is proved, we shall 
freely confess, that we are faulty ; 
and until this be done, we shall 
claim to ourselves the same right of 
telling our readers what we think of 
any book, as the editors of every 
magazine of a similar nature with 
ours, claim, all the world over. 

As to our ecclesiastical power, we 
claim no apostolic right over ‘‘all the 
churches.” We assume no authori- 
ty to regulate their internal worship. 
They are not obligated by any rules, 
which are given in our pages, be- 
cause they are ours, If our observa: 
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tions comport with the truth, and 
the testimony of the living God, so 
far they may justly be deemed worthy 
of attention, from any church. 

On the other hand, we,fcel our- 
selves bound to state, that it is no 
“* assumption” in us, as editors of a 
Magazine,extensively diffused among 
the religious public of our country, 
to conduct it on a plan, similar to 
that which has been adopted in Eu- 
rope and this country by other edi- 
tors, and been sanctioned by the ap- 
probation of millions. We area part 
of the community, who profess the 
religion of Jesus. If we are not al- 
together mistaken in our own feel- 
ings, we have a serious regard to 
the welfare of religion. We have, 
and we claun, the same right to give 
our Opinions on any measures, which 
are connected with the prosperity of 
religion, as other professing chris- 
tians. Ifany particular church can 
claim an exemption, given by the 
great Head of all the churches, from 
all remarks upon its doctrine or 
practice, then it must produce a new 
bible, and a new system of brotherly 
relation. For our part, we do not 
feel a wish to be out of the reach of 
advice, or admonition. We know 
that we need it; and we esteem it 
a precious privilege, that others feel 
themselves bound by christianity to 
give it, when we err. 

We are constrained to believe, that 
other professing christians are not 
yet perfect; and while this is the 
case, we find no statutes in the laws 
of Christ, placing them above all 
friendly admonition. If this were 
so; if any particular church were 
placed in a situation so zndependent, 
as to forbid its errors to be exposed, 
or its proceedings to be examined, 
the christian world would be cleft to 
shivers, without the hope of union or 
strength. 

If we had taken any particular 
measure, and found ourselves ad- 
monished of an error in it, by any of 
our christian brethren, we should 
hold ourselves bound to answer the 
charges, rather than except to the 
right of making them. We should 
think ourselves not very modestly 
employed, in saying to our offended 
brethren, ‘* Who made you rulers 
and judges over us ?” 


In short, 
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christians cannot claim any exemp. 
tion from having their proceedings 
pass in review, before their brethren, 
It is sanctioned by custom ; by pro. 
priety ; by the word of God. And 
while we conduct a magazine, which 
is to be the vehicle for any news in. 
teresting to the kingdom of the Re. 
deemer, we claim the right of freely 
expressing our own opinions of any 
religious measures, which may come 
within our notice. It is a right, 
which neither accusations of “as. 
sumption,” nor ** want of readiness 
to discerr,”? will induce us to aban. 
don. Our readers expect us to tell 
them every thing in our power, res- 
pecting the prospects and interest of 
religion. We hold ourselves bound 
in conscience to do it, and nolens, 
volens, we shall pursue the same path, 
with other editors, throughout the 
christian world. 

The communication states it, as 
the writer’s belief, that the church 
in Brattle Street will call in question 
our right to review their hymns. 
How tar this may be the case we 
know not. It is our belief, however, 
that there are many judicious and 
candid men, belonging to that church, 
who will be unable to discern ay 
assumption or impropriety in ou 
conduct ; and who are still unwil- 
ing, let what may be said, in order 
to enlist their passions, or excite 
their prejudices, to take away “ ho- 
sannas from the Prince of Peace.” 
We trust there are many who will 
feel, that it had been much more to 
the purpose, if the ** Communica 
tion,” instead of denying that chris- 
tian brethren had a right to examine 
into the merits of a book, which is to 
conduct the devotions of a church im 
the temple of God, had been employ: 
ed in answering the objections, which 
we brought against the book. We 
believe, that there is candor and 
discernment enough in the Church 
Brattle Street, to see that it costs 
much less trouble to deny the right 
of making objections, than it does 1 
invalidate them, and to feel that 4 
book which will not bear the severest 
scrutiny, carries marks of suspicion 
on the face of it, which should excit¢ 
the most prayerful and diligent ¢* 
amination, before it becomes a leade! 
of devotion in the church of God. 
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The second fact, which the Com- 
munication states, as an exception 
against our revie W, 18, that the hymns 
are supplementary.” 

It was the intentionof the Communi- 
cation,as we are told in the beginning 
of it, to “* mention a few facts which, 
it is to be hoped, the reviewer did not 
know, or did not recollect.” If the 
‘¢‘ committee”’ will take the trouble to 
re-peruse the first part of our review, 
it will be found that we had a distinct 
recollection, that the hymns in ques- 
tion were supplementary. But this 
idea is dwelt upon so much, in the 
‘ Communication,” that we must 
beg the liberty of making a few addi- 
tional observations. 

The new hymns are introduced, it 
is said to, ** supply the deficiencies” 
of the old. Weare sorry to say, that 
our conjectures, as to the design of 
them, are now established. This 
supplement contains, what the former 
collections were deficient in, accord- 
ing to the judgment of the ** commit- 
tee.’ The supplement contains,as we 
have seen, much of natural religion, 
and much directly to undeify the Sa- 
viour of the world. These are ‘‘ de- 
ficiencies necessary to be supplied.” 
Here then the matter leaks out. 
These we should not call defictenctes, 
ina book of christian worship. We 
acknowledge a difference between us 
here, about fundamental principles. 
We pretend not to be dictators, as to 
what individuals must believe ; but 
we hesitate not to say, that when 
such innovations are attempted in the 
church of God it is the most fair and 
candid method of proceeding, to make 
an explicit statement of supposed defi- 
cencies, and intended amendments. 
I'hymns, ** inthe use of which ade- 
ist might unite,” and which take away 
“hosannas from the Prince of Peace,” 
ire “necessary supplements” to pre- 
sent hymn-books, let a church be ex- 
Plicitly told so, and then they will act 
with their eyes open, 

We honestly declare, that we can- 
hot subscribe to the propriety of such 
supplements. Instead of being satis- 

ed by this supplementary argument, 
we feel more confirmed in the propri- 
‘ty of our former remarks, 

The third fact and assertion, **that 
al the alterations of which we have 
“omplained were taken from eollec- 
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tions of established reputation, and 
that there is no obligation to preserve 
the original words ofan author, when 
we are not giving an edition of his 
works,” is we frankly confess, a 
fact, which we did not know, an as- 
sertion we did not expect, notwith- 
standing the Communication declares 
‘‘ we ought to knowthem.” Letus 
examine this novel doctrine 

If a minister should publish a ser- 
mon, in which numerous quotations 
are made from the bible, as he is not 
giving an edition of the bible, he is 
under no obligation to preserve the 
original words of the author; par- 
ticularly if he finds them altered @ 
l:ttle by writers of established repu- 
tation, in his view. He cannot be 
accused of a want of fidelity, if he 
strictly copies after great men. He 
has only made a ‘miscellaneous se- 
lection.” 

If there are any men of sufficient 
erudition to demonstrate the correct- 
ness of such a doctrine, we have 
never seen them, nor read their 
works. We feel ourselves under no 
obligation, to be acquainted with 
such facts as these. 

We do not blush to confess our ig- 
norance of any rule of justice or pro- 
priety, which will permit us to in- 
troduce into the church of God, a 
hymn mangled, shorn of all its beauty 
and evangelical glory, under the 
name of Watts or Doddridge, or any 
other author, through whatever 
h#@ds it may have passed. Ifa false 
coin has passed through the hands of 
kings and princes, it would not justi- 
fy us, in insisting that our creditor 
should take it as a true one. 

** But Dr. Kippis, the friend, pupil, 
and biographer of Dr. Doddridge,has 
furnished most of these alterations.” 
Here again the design of this supple- 
ment comes out. Who does not know 
that Dr. Kippis denied the divinity 
of his Saviour? And who does not 
know, that he altered hymns so as 
to exclude this fundamental truth ? 
And who will not see, that when Dr. 
Kippis’ alterations are followed, it is 
a fair presumption the same object is 
in view. 

‘¢ But the consent of innumerable 
churches has been given to such alter- 
ations.” Of innumerable churches ! 
Blessed be God, innumerable churches 
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have not yet followed any man, who 
robbed the Saviour of his divinity ! Of 
innumerable churches ! No—while the 
bible lasts, so many churches on earth 
will never be found, to deny their Sa- 
viour the glory, which the church tri- 
umphant in heaven ascribe to him ! 
Our credulity will not Keep pace here, 
with the ** Communication.” 

But take all the churches, and all 
the names, you please, to sanction al- 
terations ; still thy are alterations : 
and whether they are published un- 
der the title of supplements, or mis- 
cellaneous selections, or any thing else, 
they are not tobe given to the reader, 
as the works of the author. Mere 
grammatical alterations we care no- 
thing about. But when the very life, 
and soul, and beauty of an author, are 
taken away, we are under no obliga- 
tzon to know, that he may be so treat- 
ed, without the reader’s being adver- 
tised of it. It matters not through 
what hands such garblings have 
come. Authors of established repu- 
tation in the church of God, ought 
not to be made to say or sanction, 
what they never designed to. 

We have objected and we still ob- 
ject, that the names of Watts, Dod- 
dridge, and other excellent men, 
should be given to any church, as 
sanctioning the practice of taking 
away *‘hosannas from the Prince of 
Peace.” Turn it which way you 
please, it cannot be defended. In- 
dividuals who reverence Doddridge, 
are not to be led by any trick of pub- 
lishing, to suppose that he could write 
hymns on the character and mission 
of the Saviour, and keep his divinity 
entirely out of sight. We think, jus- 
tice and propriety demand, that 
when his hymns are mangled, so 
as to present deformity rather than 
beauty, some notice should be given 
to the reader. 

Having freciy offered our senti- 
ments respecting the three ‘ facts,” 
stated inthe ** Communication,” we 
should be content to let the subject 
drop, were it not that we might be 
deemed guilty of neglect, in passing 
over the rest of the Communication 
in silence. We shall therefore sub- 
join a few observations, on the re- 
maining part of it. 

We are told, that ‘the society in 
Brattle Street are not a little curi- 
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ous to know, why the indignation 9 
the reviewer should have burst j 
at once, upon their little collectioy, 
when so many churches in New-Eng. 
land have been peaceably singing, fo 
more than ten years the alteration; 
admitted by Dr. Belknap.” 

We presume it will be remembe,. 
ed, that our Magazine has not beenjy 
existence for more than ten years, a 
that we are not obligated to reviey 
all the books, which have been pu). 
lished, before we had an existenc’ 
We cannot think, that it is a ven 
auspicious circumstance, for any». 
thor to be asking, at every tun 
** why did you not rather review som 
other book, than mine? What bus 
ness had you with my book?” VW 
might be asked, why have you m 
reviewed all the works of form 
ages ; but we should not hold op 
selves bound to take the troubk? 
answering such questions. 

We cannot review every book tz 
is published, and we, *‘ unauthom 
ed” as we are said to be, still cli 
the liberty of choosing for ourselv. 
In the case before us, we have nei 
been moved by “indignation,” m 
prejudice, nor personalities. Wer 
viewed the hymns, because we lt 
aright to review them if we pleas 
and our consciences bear us witnes, 
that we intended not ** to disturb te 
harmony and happiness of any chr 
tian church.” 

Controversy we dislike ; perso: 
ities in writing we abhor. We m 
ther intend to court the one, nor 
dulge the other. But we will ™ 
be deterred by either, from purswif 
the path of duty. We believe, t# 
the divinity of Jesus Christ is a fu 
damental article of the chmsti 
faith. While we conduct a may 
zine, we feel it our duty to exp 
every effort which comes within 0! 
knowledge, whether secret or ope 
whether in hymns or pamphlets, “ 
any other way, to undermine this * 
ticle of our faith, once delivered © 
the saints. We shall not call " 
question the right of any one, to Pu 
lish what he thinks fit, on this sv” 
ject. Nor, ifour right also to pubhs 
is called in question, shall we abar 
don it. - 

‘© Our observations on Pope’s U**. 
versal Prayer, and on the names ® 
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Roscoe and Darwin,” it is said, * dis- 
cover a prejudice, which is truly to 
be pitied, and, at the same time, so 
irreconcileable with any enlightened 
spirit of christianity, as happily to 
counteract the tendency of the re- 
marks.” 

We claim no pity for eur ignorance 
with respect to these things. We 
unblushingly avow, that we have not 
yet attained to that ‘* enlightened 
spirit of christianity,” which can 
tune our voices to sing in the temple 
of the living God, 


“ By saint, by savage, and by sage, 
he universal Lord,” 


or admit infidels to conduct our de- 
votions. 

Our objection, in our review, a- 
gainst hymns selected from the 
works of men, suspected of infideli- 
ty, was, that the association of ideas 
in suchacase, would mar all the 
pleasures of devotion. There is no 
necessity of resorting to such men, to 
aid us in praising God, when we have 
matter enough, which has flowed 
from the pens of writers, whose pi- 
ety has never been called in ques- 
tion. We do not object to a hymn, 
merely because it contains truths, 
which deists may be compelled to 
acknowledge. 

But still we have no such hanker- 
ing after supplementary hymns, “in 
the use of which a deist might unite,” 
as to deem our christian worship im- 
perfect without them. The God 
which the deist worships, if he can 
be said to worship at all, is not the 
God of the scriptures. He is ‘ Je- 
hovah, or Jove, or Lord,” just as the 
worshipper pleases. The Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost is the God we 
wish to worship. Hymns, which 
exclude the idea of the truce God, 
may answer the purpose of such as 
accord with Pope, or Darwin. We 
are not “enlightened” enough to 
see, that all the gods, who are wor- 
shipped, are only one, under differ- 
ent names. Nor do we yet find, 
** what truths of natural religion 
have convinced the minds, and call- 
ed forth the powers and praises of 
men suspected of incredulity.’ The 
** praises” of infidels is aterm, which 
we have not light enough, well to un- 
derstand. And if we had, we are 
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not particularly ambitious of forming 
any junction with them. We bless 
God for the light of nature; we 
cheerfully praise him for it; but we 
are not accustomed to believe that 
infidels truly discern this light, un- 
til the almighty voice of Jesus bids 
them receive their sight. 

We are again reminded, at the 
close of the ** Communication,” to 
keep our distance from any thing, 
which respects the Church in Brattle 
Street, which is so free and indepen- 
dent as to be ** bound by no human 
platform of doctrine, or discipline.” 

We were somewhat surprized to 
see so repeated efforts made, in this 
** Communication,” to turn our re- 
view into a party production, and 
rouse the personal feelings of a nu- 
merous Society. We honestly dis- 
claim any intention to stigmatize the 
Church in Brattle Street. We have 
—and we think we can have—no mo- 
tives for sucha proceeding. But we 
have taken the liberty to give our 
opinion, and the reasons for it, res- 
pecting their supplementary hymns. 
We trust there are very many indi- 
viduals in that Church, who will feel 
that we have no personal motives, 
and who will weigh with candor the 
reasons which we have offered. 

if the committee really feel, that 
what we have said, is altogether un. 
just, pitiable, and inconsistent with an 
enlightened spirit of christianity, and 
are truly established in a system of 
church independence, above hope or 
fear, why be troubled, at our re- 
view ? It was altogether a harmless 
thing, on their own ground. 

Our wonder is, that such uninter- 
esting matter should have excited so 
much interest, as appears in the 
** Communication.” 

We have reviewed a considerable 
number of books, but this is the first 
that has called forth a denial of our 
right, to tell our readers what we 
think of new publications. It is the 
first time we have ever heard it sug- 
gested, that a book, printed for a 
large society, and exposed to public 
sale in one of the book-stores of a 
great town, was not published. The 
public will judge whether the 
*‘ facts,” stated in the ** Communica- 
tion,” abate any thing from the jus- 
tice of what we have said in our re- 
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view ; and whether they do not con- 
‘rm the conjectures which were 
there made. 

We hazard one more conjecture. If 
we had published an eulogium on 
these Aymns,and earnestly pressed it 
upon all the churches to adopt them 
“$ apart of their worship, we conjec- 
ture, that we should never have re- 
ceived any exceptions to our right of 
making their merits public. But as 
we could not in conscience recom- 
mend them, we felt it a duty in our 
station to say what we have said. We 
have given reasons for our disappro- 
vation, which have not been answer- 
ed, and which we will venture to say 
cannot be. Zine tlle lachryme. 

When a book is published, we think 
it aduty for the author to be persuad- 
ed, on good grounds, that it is capa- 
ble of being defended, against all 
criticism, wich shall condemn it. 
\n appeal to jurisdiction, in such a 
case, looks too much like a tacit con- 


‘ecount of the State of Religion. 


‘No personal 


[ Vow, 


fession, that the cause is desperate 
on any other ground. 

We are sensible, that we hold a 
very difficult station. We feel, that 
we are liable to err, but when our 
errors are shewn, we will retract 
them. We feel our responsibility to 
God, and to the public. When we 
write, our intention is, to be influenc. 
ed neither by partiality, nor by fear. 
attacks, nor ridicule, 
nor threats, will move us. We 
adore the name of Jesus, and while 
we have the use of our powers, 
we shall employ them, in vindicating 
the honors due to him. While the 
church triumphant is employed in 
singing ** Worthy is the Lamb, that 
was slain,” it shall be our endeavor 
thatthe church militant may unite, 
without a discordant note, that heaven 
and earth may be filled with the 
praises of God, our Redeemer. 


EDITORS. 
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UNITED STATES. 

.1 summary account of the State of Re- 
ligion within the bounds of the Synod 
of New-York and New-Jersey, in the 
present year, 1808. 

A STANDING rule of the Synod of 
New-York and NewJersey is, to spend 
a portion of their time, at their stated 
meetings, in hearing from each of their 
members a summary account of the state 
of religion in the congregations and neigh- 
horhood to which they belong. ‘The tol- 
lowing is a summary statement of the re- 
sult of this conversation at their late ses- 
sions in Newark, October, 1805. 

©The Synod heard irom each of their 
members an account of the state of re- 
ticion within their bounds, from which it 
appears, that during the last year, there 
have been, in many of their churches, 
extraordinary revivals of religion, and 
greater numbers added to the church 
than in many years past. 

** These revivals of roligion have been 
most remarkable within the bounds of the 
presbytery of New-York. There the 
kingdom of Satan appears to have been 
greatly shaken; combinations against re- 
Ugion have been destroyed; prayer meet- 
ings on sabbath morning, for the purpose 


of imploring the presence and blessing of 
God on the public ordinances of his house, 
and religious societies on other days have 
been established in many places, and well 
attended. Many persons, grossly im- 
moral in their conduct, and some distin- 
guished for their zeal in avowing and 
promoting deistical principles, have been 
arrested by the influences of the Spirit, 
and hopefully converted. The graces ot 
the people of God appear to have been 
quickened ; # spirit of prayer poured out 
upon them, and the number of praying 
people greatly increased. During the 
vear past, within the bounds ofthat pres- 
bytery, more than eleven hundred mem- 
bers have been added to the communion 
of the church, the greater proportion ol 
whom are young persons. The distin- 
cuishing doctrines of grace, as recognized 
in the Confession of Faith of our ehurch, 
have been remarkably acknowledged and 
rejoiced in by the subjects of this work. 

** Inthe boundsof the other presbyteries 
belonging to the Synod, appearances are 
flattering. Insome congregationsin these 
presbyteries there are pleasing revivals, 
and throughout them generally the 
preaching of the word is heard with avid- 
ity; the vacant congregations are an xi0us 
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to be supplied with pastors, and there ap- 
pears to be an inereasing aitention to the 
things of religion. 

“ Yhroughout our bounds generally 
eatechetical instruction has been particu. 
larly attended to, and appears to have 
regs happy effects. We rejoice that 

he fervor felt during the revivals has 
be ‘en unaccompanied with any irregular 
sailies of enthusiasm. It is also w orthy 
of notice and gratitude, that a far greater 
number of young men than usual are now. 
preparing for the ministry ; and among 
the youth who have been subjects of ‘these 
revivals, many have it in view in the same 
way to consecrate themselves to the ser- 
vice of their Redeemer. 

‘From one of our brethren in Con- 
necticut, sitting as a correspondent with 
us, the pleasing intelligence was received 
of revivals in many parts of that state. 

** For these mercies we desire humbly 
to praise the great Head of the church, 
and unite our fervent petitions to our 
exalted Redeemer, that he would not 
take from us his Holy Spirit, but cause 
the influences of his grace to descend on 
our churches as rain upon the mown 
srass ; as showers thai water the earth ; 
that his kingdom may come, and the 
whole earth be filed with his glory. 
AMEN. 

N.b. The Synod of New-Y ork and 
New-Jersey consists of four preshyteries, 
viz. Long-Island, Hudson, New-Yor k and 
New-Brunswick. 


Mr. Epitror, 

Tue establishment of a Bible Society 
having long been a favorite object of 
many persons in this couutry, a “gentle- 
man of this city addressed a comminica- 
tion relative thereto to his friend in Lon- 
don. In reply, the following letter ae- 
companied with a donation, conditioned 
on the establishment of such a society, has 
lately been reecived 


London, 24th June, 1808. 
My Dear FrRiENpD, 

THE receipt of your esteemed favor 
of the 12th of October last year, afforded 
me peculiar pleasure, and Idesire to re- 
joice in the opening prospect of a Bible 
Society being established in the United 
States. What time is so auspicious as 
the present! When uncertainty and dis- 
appointment are particularly stamped on 
worldly undertakings, when commerce 
in every channel is interrupted, and when 
the kingdoms of this world are tottering 
to their foundation, surely christians are 
loudly called upon to look around and 
consider the part which they have to act 
in such circumstances ; and ean there be 
a question that it is to promote, with in- 
creasing zeal the interests of that spirit- 
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ual kingdom which is righteousness, joy 
and peace in the Holy Ghost. 

The spread of the holy scriptures is 
undoubtedly the means best adapted to 
promote this valuable end, the means 
which has already been greatly blessed, 
and on which a divine ble ssi may stilt 
be confidently expeeted. But in such an 
undertaking great ¢ difficultics may be 
looked for; on such occasions the great 
adversary of souls is never inactive, bv ing 
always alive to his interest amongst men, 
and perh: ips never more so that when ans 
good work is contemplated on an extcn- 
sive scale. Yet I trust it is the -g oh 
work, and he will not suffer it to fail, but 
grant a spirit of union amongst christians 
of all denominations, and crown it with 
an abundant blessing. 

In the event of such a societ y being 
formed, I have no doubt that the sum of 
100/. sterling would be obtained by way 
of assistance from the Bible Socie ty here; 
and the application would be made wath 
pleasure if it be wished ; indeed sich an 
intimation has, I understand, bedn given 
to the Rev. Mr. Codman of" B ofton, who 
left London in the spring for that place 

By oa Otto you will receive a 
small pac ket containing the last report 
of the Bible Society ; that of the ney ly 
established pevitentiary, &e. which will 
Lhope be acceptable to you, and partic- 
ularly the Baptist Missionary report, ti 
you have not alre ‘ady seen it; In many 
papers it a} ppecars lee i ily iaseribed : 
“Go on and prosper for the Lord ts wit! 

you. 


The interruption which the work 
suffering of late, must be a trial of chris 
tian fortitude and eonfidenee; but how 
wonderfully ave civeumstanees, apparent- 
ly aciverse, overruled for abundant good ; 
be it then our consolation that our God 
reioneth, and that he does all things well 
Jam, my dear sir, yOur ai Yectionate friend 

Should the Bible Society be formed you 
will do me the favor to contribute 2U 
dollars as a donation On my behalf. 


Ar the last meeting of the Presbytery 
of New-York, it appeared from the re- 
ports of the members of it, that there 
had been, during the last year, added to 
the churches within the bounds of that 
presbytery 1120 communicants. As this 
presbytery has under its care twenty-one 
churches, the total number above stated, 

will give, on an average, fifty-three com- 
municants to each ehurch. A large ad- 
dition for one year! Let christians om iis 

God for the effusion of his grace on tha it 
district of the church, and pray for the 
outpouring of his Spirit on the church 
universal. 


INFORMATION has been reccived tha 
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a general revival of religion among all 

denominations of ehristians has taken 

place in England. The particulars of 
this important news have not yet been 
reccived. We hope to obtain them speed- 
ily, and most earnestly desire that they 
may equal, nay, exceed the general ac- 
count. ‘The temple of the Lord is build- 
ing in troublous times. 

EAST INDIES. 

Letter from the Rev. Robert Morrison 
to Robert Ralston, Esg. dated Canton, 
February 10th, 1808. 

Dear Sir, 

Since I wrote to you by Mr. Latimer, 
¥ have, by the Lord’s good hand upon me, 

cen pursuing the study of the Chinese 
language. I applied rather too closely, 
which affeeted my health, to preserve 
which I slackened in some degree my 
exertions. The person who assisted me 
regularly has, during the last month, on 
~hot account, ceased to call upon me. 

Ne person has as yet said any thing 
against my continuance, and I hope wiil 
not. Weer the Lord’s time comes, (O 
that it may be now come) a great door 
and effectual will be opened for intro- 
ducing into this immense empire the glo- 
rious gospel. 

My expenditure is in this eountry very 
considerable, which has been a source of 
some uneasiness to me. 

I endeavor to speak to my domestics 
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[ Now. 


of the true God and of Jesus Christ. 
There are three or four to whom I com- 
municate some instruction in the English 
language, with a view of blending with 
it divine truth. 

During the last fortnight, the Chinese 
have been given up entirely to visiting each 
other, feasting, &c. in consequence of 
the new year, which with them com. 
menced on the 28th of January. At one 
o'clock of the morning, they began to 
make the suburbs resound with the noise 
of crackers, the striking of bells and 
drums, ke. I rose at two and went to 
the temple of Pak-ti Poo-saat, where 
were crowds of worshippers, keeping 
the flame on the altar incessantly blaz- 
ing, with the gilt paper which they were 
throwing upon it; burning candles and 
matches of sandal wood, Xc. When 
they knelt before the idol at their indi- 
vidual devotions, (for they have no social 
worship) they almost trod on each other, 
the temple was so erowded. Not only 
in their temples, which are numerous, 
but also in the corner of the streets they 
were bowing before their dumb idols. 

O that they were turned from them to 
the living God! Pray m»brother that 
it may soon be, and that he who now 
addresses you, may in some small degree 
be assisting therein. 

t am, in the faith of our Lord and Sav- 
iour, yours affectionately, 


ROBERT MORRISON. 
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UNITED STATES. 


THE UNIVERSITY OF PENN- 
SYLVANIA. 

Tue Medical Department of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania is rapidly increas- 
ing in respectability, and in the number 
of its pupils. The aggregate amount of 
the Students, during the last winter, was 
not less than 270, or 275. The greatest 
number of these were from Pennsylvania, 
and from the states south and west of 
Pennsylvania. A few were from New- 
England; a greater number from the 
state of New-Jersey ; two or three from 
the West-India Islands; and at least two 
from Europe. - 

On the 27th of April last, a public ex- 
amination of the Medical Candidates was 
held in the presence of the Trustees and 
Faculty of the University, and a number 
of the citizens ; and on the following day, 
the degree of Doctor of Medicine was 
conferred upon sixty gentlemen, each of 
whom had written and submitted to the 


Medical Professors an Inaugural Disser- 
tation, which they publicly defended.* 

The degrees were conferred on 
the Graduates by Joun McDoweELtlL, 
LL. D. whois now the Provost (or Prin- 
cipal) of the University ; after which an 
Address was delivered to them by Dr. 
Barton, the Dean of the Medical Fae- 
ulty, forthe present year. This Address 
will be published. 

By a late regulation of the Trustees of 
the University, the medical graduates are 
not obliged to publish their Inaugural 
Dissertations. After the dissertations 
haye been submitted to the Medical Fac- 
ulty, if they are approved of, the publi- 
cation is altogether optional ; or entirely 
the act of the graduate. In consequence 


of this regulation, which has now been in. 


operation for two terms, only a small 
number of the dissertations have been 
printed and published. Of the sixty, 


* The list of the Graduates is here 
necessarily omatted for the want of rogm 
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enlv three have been published. Others, 
however, are intended for publication, 
either eptire or in part; and some of 
them, perhaps, in a state more improved 
(by the authors themselves) than that in 
which they were originally presented to 
the Medical Faeulty. 

The writer of this account does not hes- 
itate to give it as his own individual opin- 
jon, that the present existing oo 
of the Trustees, in regard to the Inaugu- 
ral Dissertations, is an improvement up- 
on the former system. To compel a 
young man, who acknowledges that he 
has nothing new or important to commu- 
nicate to the world (and whose disserta- 
tion is found, On examination, to have no 
claim whatever to original merit, ) to ap- 
pear before the public as an author, 
scems, to use the mildest phrase, an wn- 
necessary procedure. It is not meant to 
be insinuated, that such is the character 
of all the Inaugural Dissertations which 
have, hitherto, been published in Phila- 
delphia. So far is this from being the 
ease, that it is believed, that few univer- 
sities, in any country, have produced 
more respectable original dissertations 
than some (not a few _) of those which 
lave, at various times, particularly since 
the year 1792, been presented to the 
Trustees and Medical Professors of the 
University of Pennsylvania. These dis- 
sertations have not only procured repu- 
tation to their authors, but have even serv- 
ed to raise the reputation of the school 
which gave them birth. 

But it is well known that many of the 
inaugural dissertations of this and other 
Universities are, at best, but mere tran- 
scripts, and even imperfect transcripts, 
of the Opinions or doctrines of the profes- 
sors. Others are crude and unfinished 
performances, such as only serve to di- 
minish the reputation of the school; and 
such, indeed, as their authors, at the ex- 
piration of a year or two, are ashamed to 









see, or acknowledge. Surely, it is advis- 
able that such essays should not be per- 
mitted to be published ; or, at least, ‘it is 
proper that the authors should not be 
constrained to publish them. 

It may be said, however, as it often has 
been said, that the new regulation of the 
Trustees (a regulation introduced at the 
request of the Medical Professors) serves 
to deprive the public of some importunt 
dissertations. Whatever foundation 
there may be for this suspicion, it is cer- 
tain, that the new rule does not necessa- 
rily lead to this evil. On the contrary, it 
is even probable, that the dissertations 
which are really worthy of publication 
will, sooner or later, be printed and pub- 
lished in a more finished form than that 
in which they were Originally presented 
to the professors. In regard to several of 
the dissertations of the present year, it is 
known to be the intention of the gradu- 
ates to publish them, when they shall have 
more leisure for the task, or shall have 
repeated, upon a more enlarged scale, 
the experimental parts of their essays. 





PRUSSIA. 

Servitude abolished—The king of 
Prussia has issued an edict from Memel, 
in which he ordains that after the day of 
St. Martin, 1810, servitude in all its kinds 
shall be abolished in the Prussian mon- 
archy. The rank of citizen shall be at 
liberty to acquire the honors of nobility, 
and the nobles may devote themselves 
without degradation, to the useful occu- 
pations and employments of the citizens. 
No distinetion shall be henceforth ad- 
mitted between the noble and the citizen 
in the army ; one may obtain promotion 
as readily as the other. The use of the 
cane is prohibited. It is expressly for- 
bidden to have recourse to the mode of 
punishment by that instrument. 

Panorama. 





———— 








NEW ORIGINAL WORKS. 


The unéversal spread of the gospel. 
A Sermon preached at Northampton, 
before the Hampshire Missionary 
Society, at their annual meeting Au- 
Sust 25th, 1808. By Rev. Timothy 
Cooly, a. m. pastor of the first church 
in Granville, Massachusetts. To 
Which is annexed, the Annual Report 
“f the Trustees of the Hampshire 





LIST OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Missionary Society, at the meeting 
of the Society, Aug. 25, A. D. 1808. 
Northampton: W. Butler. 

A Sermon preached at Northamp- 
ton, October 27th, 1808, at the open- 
ing of Northampton Bridge. By Sam- 
uel Willard : Minister of Deerfield. 
Northampton : Bull and Butler. 

The Messiah of the Scriptures. A 
Sermon, preached at the Tabernacle 
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New Editions. 


in Salem, April Sth,1808. Also, at 
Beverly, May isi, 1808. By Samttel 
Worcester, a. m. pastor of the Tab- 
ernacle church in Salem. Boston: 
Lincoln and Edmands. 

A Discourse delivered before the 

Society for propagating the Gospel 
among the Indians and others in 
North America, at their anniversary 
necting in Boston, November 3, 1808. 
By Abiel Holmes, pv. p. minister of 
the first church in Cambridge. Bos- 
ton: Farrand, Mallory, and Co. 
Belcher and Armstrong, printers. 

Memoir of the Northern King- 
com, written A. D. 1872, by the late 
Wuliamson Jahnsenykes, Lu.p. 
and Hon. Member of the Royal 
American Board of Literature, in 
six leticrs to his son. ‘“ Oli me- 
minisse juvabit”? Now first pub- 
lished, Quebeck, A.D. 1901. 

The Columbian Preacher, or, a 
collection of original sermons, from 
preachers of eminence in the United 
States. Embracing the distinguish- 
mg doctrines of grace. Volume I. 
Catskill, Nathan Elliot. 

A Sermon, preached before the 
Female Charitable Society of New- 
buryport, May 17,1808. By Elijah 
Parish, p. p. pastor of the church in 
Byaeld. Published at the request of 
the Managers Newburyport : 
Thomas and Whipple. 6 

An Address to the members of 
the Merr:mack Humane Socicty, at 
their Anniversary meeting in New- 
buryport, September 6, 1808. -By 
Michael Hodge, jun. esq. 
ryport : ii Whi 


New bu- 
Ipp! 
NEW EDITIONS. 
Poems, by the Rev. George Crabbe 
One vol. i2mo. of about 300 pages, 
on a fine medium paper, at one dol- 
jar in extra boards, or one dollar 25 
cents, neatly bound and lettered. 
Philadelphia : Bradford and Ins- 
keep. 
A Monitor for an Apprentice ; or, 
a Sure Guide to gain both estecin and 
estate ; with rules for his conduct to 
his master and to others. By a Lord 
Mayor of London. To which is add- 
ed, advice to a young man on his en- 
trance into the world. By I. Watts, 
p.p. Andtwo Essays, by Dr. Ben- 
jamin Franklin. First American from 
the sixth London edition. Boston : 


Thomas and 
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[ Nov, 
Ebenezer Blake. Belcher and Ary. 
strong, Printers. 

Particulars respecting the Tri:!, 
Condemnation, and Execution of My. 
jor Henry Alexander Campbell, x 
the Armagh Assizes, August lf, 
1808, for killing in a duel, captaiy 
Alexander Boyd. Together wii 
two letters by major Campbell, on 
to his confidential friend, written 
several months previous to his cov. 
demnation ; the other to his wife, ov 
the day previous to his execution; 
and which he continues writing a 
dating from hour to hour, until with. 
in atew moments of his exit. Als», 
a letter by Mrs. Campbell to her cov 
demned husband in prison, and : 
memorial to his majesty, petitioning 
the life of her husband. Boston: } 
Cushing. 

The Works of the Rev. Jonatha 
Edwards, minister of the gospel i 
Northampton, Massachusetts, ani 
alierwards president of the coller 
in New-Jersey. In eight volumes, 
the four first only published. Wo 
cester : Isaiah ‘Thomas, jun. 

Debates, Resolutions, and othe 
preceeding's of the Convention of tle 
Commonwealth of Massachusctts 
convened at Boston, on the 9th 
January, 1788, and continued unt 
the 7th of February following, i 
the purpose of assenting to and rm! 
ifying the constitution recommended 
by the grand iederal convention. To 
gether with the yeas and nays on tt 
decision of the grand question. 1) 
which the Federal constitution 4 
prefixed ; and to which are addet 
the amendments which have bee! 
made thereto. Boston: Olivers 
Munroe, and J. Cushing. 

Solitude, considered with respe 
to its influence upon the mind a” 
the heart. Written originally in Ger 
man, by M. Zimmermann, Aw 
Counsellor and Physician to his Br 
annic Majesty at Hanover. Trans: 
iated from the French of J. B. Mer 
cier. New-London, printed by Ca 
and Eeils, for Thomas and Whipple 
Newburyport. P 

A Compendious History of New 
England, designed for Schools *” 
private families. By Jedidiah Mor 
p. p. and Elijah Parish, p. p. Yl” 
mented with a neat Map of mer 
England. Second edition, with 1m 
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»rovements by the Authors. 12 mo. 

» 336. Price 1,12 1-2 cents. 1808. 
Published at Newburyport, by Thom- 
as and Whipple, Proprietors of the 
work. 





IN THE PRESS. 
Thomas and’ Whipple, of Newbu- 
ryport, and M. Carey, of Philadel- 
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phia, propose to print by subscrip- 
tion, four kinds of quarto Bibles, to 
be published in December, at six, 
seven, ten, and twelve dollars, to be 
handsomely printed, on good paper, 
and neatly and strongly bound, in 
plain or elegant bindings, to be em- 
bellished with from ten to twenty 
Maps and Historical Engravings. 








REV. LEVI HART. 

Few men were in life more belor- 
ed, or in death more lamented, than 
Doctor Harr of Preston, whose 
death was announced last week. 
Dr. Hart was the son of Thomas 
Hart, Esq. of Southington, in Con- 
necticut. Being early of a slender 
and delicate constitution; his father 
designed to give him a public educa- 
tion: but before he was prepared to 
enter college, the death of his father 
deprived him of paternal care. <A 
iiirst for knowledge however, and 

1 ardent desire to accomplish his 
‘ather’s purpose, enabled him to sur- 
mount every difficulty, and obtain the 
ionors of Yale college in 1760. While 
« member of college, he made a pub- 
lic profession of that religion which 
rerulated all his future conduct, and 
to the interest of which, his whole 
future life was devoted. On leaving 
college, he commenced the study of 
Divinity with the late Doctor Bella- 
my: and soon after he was licensed 
to preach, he was invited in 1762, to 
ihe pastoral care of the church and 
congregation in the second society in 
Preston ; where he continued and 
was able to preach and perform all 
parochial duties, until a short time 
veiore his death ; which happened 
Oct. 27, 1808, 2t.70. Endowed by 
lature with a sound, and vigorous 
understanding, Dr. Hart had not neg- 
‘ected to improve his mind with lit- 
frature. He had pursued with un- 
common assiduity science in general; 
ut more especially that which was 
‘onnected with his profession; and 
was always able ‘to give a reason, 
‘or the faith that was in him.” Much 
“istinguushed for an accurate knowl- 
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edge of human nature, and discern- 
ment of character; of a social and 
communicative turn of mind, his tal- 
ents were not permitted to lie dor- 
mant. His frequent calls to heal 
breaches in other churches: (in his 
own he had none,) his being often 
elected to preside in Ecclesiastical 
Councils ; the number of young gen- 
tlemen who were by him trained up 
to the ministry; his election to the 
office of trustee of Dartmouth, and 


afterwards of Yale college, and of 


the Missionary Society, of which he 
was one of the founders, suificiently 
attest in what estimation he was held 
by the public. Much as he was pub- 
licly esteemed; those only who were 
acquainted with his private and do- 
mestic life, could justly appreciate 
his character. Benevolent and pla- 
cid in his disposition; of amiable 
manners, unassumimg demeanor, and 
great delicacy: he never intention- 
ally wounded the feelings of any ; 
but always encouraged the modest 
and diffident. As a husband and 
father ; he was tender and affection- 
ate, perhaps to an extreme. As a 
friend, open, candid, honest, and sin- 
cere. As ancighbor, kind, obliging 
and affable. As a gentleman in his 
own house; courteous, hospitable, 
and truly polite, to a numerous circle 
of friends, to whom it was always 
open. But most of all he shone as a 
faithful minister of the religion of 
Jesus Christ. Having been set apart 
to the work of the ministry; he 
thought it his duty to be “ instant in 
season and out of season,” and **to 
spend and be spent” in the service of 
his divine Lord and master. He 
adopted St. Paul’s rule “ to become 
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all things to all men that thereby he 
might gain some.” In doing this 
however, he never yielded up his 
principles, nor gave any countenance 
to the vicious. What Dr. Hart was 
as a preacher, cannot be better ex- 
pressed, than in the following pas- 
sage from Cowper; and to no man 
within the knowledge of the writer, 
were these lines more applicable. 
«© Iwould express him, simple, grave, 
sincere, 
In doctrine,uncorrupt, in language plain, 
And plain in manner. Decent, solemn, 
chaste, 
And natural in gesture. Much impress’d 
itimself, as conscious of his awful 
charge, 
And anxious that the flock he feeds, 
May feel it too. Affectionate in look, 
And tender in address, as well becomes 
A messenger of grace, to guilty men.” 

That the gospel might be preached 

to every creature, was his constant 

rayer ; and to extend its influence 
employed his unremitting exertions. 
It was this which occasioned his ar- 
dent zeal to promote missions and 
missionary societies ; and was prin- 
cipally the theme of a correspon- 
dence, for several years, with many 
highly respectable characters in Eu- 
rope, of different religious denomina- 
tions. 

Within the sphere of his personal 
exertions, it was not sufficient for 
him that he publicly preached. His 
private visits in his parish were con- 
stant, stated, and universal. He 
thought it better to visit the house 
of mourning, than the house of feast- 
ing ; and continually sought out the 
abodes of affliction, and sorrow, of 
poverty anddistress. He considered 
the time when the mind was softened 
by affliction, as one best calculated to 
make some useful impression, and 


this he always attempted; but in, 
manner peculiarly soothing; and ney. 
ercalculated to wound. He not on] 
soothed the poor by his conversation. 
but assisted their wants, from the 
little, which by an exact economy, h. 
was enabled to save from a small siJ, 
ary: and both by precept and exan, 
ple, animated others more able, to () 
the same. 

In short he was a father to the peo. 
ple of his charge ; the steady and oy. 
derly conduct tor which they are dj. 
tinguished, bear testimony to his us. 
fulness among them. Their atte. 
tion to him in his last sickness, vyin: 
with each other in acts of kindne;; 
towards him ; their tears and lame. 
tations at his death and burial, ev. 
dence how much they loved him, :nj 
how deeply they felt the loss. As 
had lived, so he died, with peries 
serenity, and christian composure. 

** The chamber where the good mu, 

meets his fate, 
Is privileg’d beyond the common wal 
Of virtuous life, quite in the verge 
heaven.” 

His funeral was attended by all th: 
neighboring clergy ; and an exc¢: 
lent sermon preached by Rev. Jo 
Benedict, D. D. of Plainfield; fre 
these words, ** Your fathers wher 
are they? and the prophets, do the 
live forever??? Zech. i. 5. <A ven 
large and attentive concourse of pew 
ple, hung upon the lips of the preach. 
er, while he described some of tk 
prominent features of the characterd 
the deceased ; and evinced, that thei 
hearts affectionately responded to th 
justice of his delineation. His r- 
mains were deposited by the side 
a deceased wife, at whose grave he 
had erected a plain stone, with this 
inscription, ‘* And Jacob sat a pil 
lar upon Rachael’s grave.” 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We were reluctantly constrained to postpone the second number of “4 Christias 
of the Old School,” which is in type, to give room for matter which we were pledg 





to insert in this number. 


teresting communication, an attentive perusal. 


Sy/vanus will reward the reader, who will give his” 





. . ld 
Paul is received, and on 


grounds we have already prescribed for ourselves in respect to communications . 
this subject, shall be admitted. We think his subject of great moment to the ees 
harmony, and prosperity of our churches, and wish it may be amply diseussed In © 


pages; but by all means with christian candor and freedom. 


We thank Thom” 





. . . . . . , races pt 
£illwood for his curious and useful communication, which shall have the first vac") 


place in our miscellaneous department. 





Seraiah is not forgotten.——Seve™ 


Obituary and Ordination notices, and several articles of domestic and foreign intel: 


ligence, are On hand, for ouy next number. 











